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This publication is intended as an overview and guide to the new Fire Safety Act. It paraphrases information and does not 
contain complete details of the new Act. It is important to refer directly to the Act and consider consulting legal counsel on 
points that need clarification to ensure compliance.
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For the past several years, the Government of Saskatchewan consulted with municipal and public safety sector stakeholders 
and associations to develop new legislation to replace The Fire Prevention Act, 1992. The new Act was passed in the Legislature 
in the spring of 2015. The new legislation clarifies local and provincial roles, powers and responsibilities to reflect the current 
realities and situations local fire departments are facing.  

The new Fire Safety Act maintains the autonomy municipalities currently have to pass bylaws regarding fire service levels and 
any other fire safety and prevention matters. However, I would like to highlight three key areas of improvement proposed in 
this new legislation: 

• This Act will provide local authorities, their firefighters and fire inspectors with clearer and more transparent rules 
regarding entry in situations involving fire, along with additional measures to prevent the risk of fires and other 
emergencies; 

• There will be better liability protection for municipalities, fire departments and all fire personnel (including volunteers) 
whenever responding to a fire or emergency either inside or outside their community; and

• It will provide the province, through the fire commissioner, with greater ability to assist and support communities and 
local fire departments when requested or required by a fire situation or emergency event. 

This Fire Safety Act Guide, when used in conjunction with the Act, can assist fire chiefs and the municipalities they serve to 
understand requirements, responsibilities or powers.  

For example, the new legislation states each municipality must inform their residents and the province of the level of fire 
services available in their community. This requirement was introduced in order to improve accountability, mutual aid and 
provincial support. It will also allow the fire commissioner to identify training or programming supports to improve local and 
area capacity.  

I personally want to thank the numerous volunteer and paid firefighters, fire chiefs, fire inspectors and other municipal 
stakeholders who participated in the discussion and drafting of the new Act. Their contribution during the development of this 
legislation will allow all of us to better meet the health, safety and security needs of the residents in this province.   

Duane McKay
Commissioner, Emergency Management and Fire Safety
Ministry of Government Relations

Message from the Fire Commissioner
Emergency Management and Fire Safety Branch
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Definitions

Emergency
• A present or imminent situation or condition that 

requires prompt action or coordination of action to 
prevent or limit: 

 ο Loss of life
 ο Harm or damage to the safety, health or welfare of 

people
 ο Damage to property or the environment

Fire Brigade
• A privately owned fire suppression service that provides 

a response to an emergency fire situation but that is 
not established, operated or contracted with by a local 
authority

Fire Department
• A fire department established or operated by or 

contracted with a local authority

Fire Inspector
• A provincial inspector, a local assistant or a municipal 

inspector

Firefighter
• A fire chief
• Any person employed by, appointed by or performing 

duties for a local authority as a firefighter, whether for 
wages or otherwise 

• Any person employed by, appointed by or performing 
duties on behalf of the Government of Saskatchewan to 
provide fire services

Firefighting
• The services that are provided by a fire department, 

whether provided pursuant to this Act, the regulations 
or any other Act, and include any or all of the following:

 ο fire prevention and protection
 ο fire safety
 ο fire inspections
 ο fire investigation

Local Assistant
• With respect to a municipality that has a fire 

department, the local assistant would be the fire chief
• For a municipality that does not have a fire department, 

the local assistant would be the administrator or any 
other person appointed by the municipality

• Any person appointed in consultation with the fire 
commissioner

• Where there is no municipality, the local assistant would 
be prescribed (e.g. appointed under the jurisdiction of 
a ministry or appointed for the Northern Saskatchewan 
Administrative District) 

Local Authority
• A municipality or a council of a municipality

Municipal Inspector
• A person who is appointed in writing by a local assistant 

for a municipality to act as a municipal inspector for the 
municipality for the purposes of this Act

Premises
• Includes buildings, facilities and structures

Private Dwelling
• Includes any land where a private dwelling is located or 

any outbuilding or premises that is located on the same 
property as a private dwelling, but does not include any 
part of that land, outbuilding or premises that: 

 ο is not being used as a private dwelling or is not 
enclosed within the private dwelling

 ο is being used to carry out a commercial operation
• The following are considered private dwellings: 

 ο foster care homes
 ο alternative family care homes 
 ο any other prescribed property

• Does not include derelict or abandoned premises that 
have been used as private dwellings  

Provincial Inspector
• The fire commissioner, deputy fire commissioner or 

anyone else appointed by the fire commissioner

Volunteer
• A person performing duties pursuant to this Act under 

the direction of a local authority, a local assistant or the 
fire commissioner
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The Fire Safety Act identifies certain responsibilities that municipal and emergency services officials are required to do.  

Mandatory Responsibilities

Local Authority
Section 13   Requires the local authority to notify the 

fire commissioner in writing when someone 
becomes or ceases to be a local assistant.  The 
written notice will include the person’s name, 
address and contact information. A local assistant 
may be tasked with other duties by the fire 
commissioner. This provides up to date contact 
information.  Written notification may be sent to:

Ministry of Government Relations
Emergency Management and Fire Safety Branch
500 – 1855 Victoria Avenue
Regina, SK   S4P 3T2

Section 17  Requires the local authority to file fire service information to the fire commissioner and to share this 
information with its residents. (See additional information under Reporting – Page 4)

Local Assistant

Section 15  Identifies the local assistant is responsible to administer and enforce the Act and regulations. The Act does 
not say “how” the administration and enforcement must be conducted. This includes the National Fire Code 
(NFC). The policy decision of how active enforcement will be within a municipality is left to the municipality 
to make based on local conditions. It can range from an active inspection program to dealing with complaints 
only.

Section 20  Requires the local assistant to investigate or cause (ensure) every fire that occurs within their jurisdiction 
to be investigated. Once a fire has been investigated, the cause and origin are to be reported to the fire 
commissioner. (See additional information under Investigations – Page 6)

In addition, this section requires the local assistant to report every emergency that occurs within their 
jurisdiction that had a fire department/fire brigade respond to it. (See additional information under 
Reporting – Page 4)

Section 22  Requires a local assistant to secure the property and notify the fire commissioner of any significant fire. 
(See additional information under Fire Investigation – Significant Fires – Page 8)

Fire Department and Fire Brigade 

Section 24  Requires a fire department or fire brigade to report every response to an emergency other than a fire 
to the fire commissioner.
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Gathering and sharing information are essential in keeping the public informed so they have confidence in the public safety 
services in their community and also, on the other side of an incident, to keep historical data for industry purposes and also to 
prevent future fire losses by continuous improvement in codes and standards, training, and public education programs.  

There are two types of reporting:
1. Fire Service Information (Section 17) 

Provision requires local authorities to collect fire service information in whatever form or manner they wish and to 
communicate the basic information about the fire services available to residents in their community and to the fire 
commissioner. The local authority will review and update its fire service information on an annual basis. Any changes to 
this information will be communicated to residents and the fire commissioner.

Collecting and communicating fire service information ensures that: 
• municipal councils, residents and taxpayers/property owners are informed and aware of the fire services provided 

locally; 
• neighbouring municipalities and communities are informed of fire protection services, potentially encouraging 

greater cooperation in fire service delivery; and 
• the Province, through the fire commissioner, is informed of local fire service and response capacity so they may 

identify gaps and risks based on the capacity of local authorities that may require provincial response and support.

A form is available for local authorities to report fire service information to the fire commissioner. This same form may 
be used for communicating the fire service information to community residents. Other options could include media 
releases, community meetings or mail-outs.

2. Fire and Emergency Response (Section 20, 22 & 24) 
It would be impossible to reduce the losses suffered each year by fire without the cooperation of local assistants, fire 
department chiefs, insurance companies and insurance adjusters submitted fire reports. It is vital that every fire be 
reported and that fires involving serious injury or death are reported immediately to the fire commissioner.

The fire commissioner’s duty is also to collect information on all emergencies fire departments or fire brigades are required to 
attend. The rationale for collecting information on both fires and emergencies is they are used to evaluate fire service activities 
in response to a fire or emergency and inform the Province of all activities involving fire departments and fire brigades. This 
includes all emergencies that a fire department would respond to including vehicle accidents, false alarms, etc.

Fire reports can be submitted electronically using the Fire Department Management System, also called FDM. Contact 
the Emergency Management and Fire Safety Branch for training enquiries about FDM. If you encounter difficulties using the 
system, call the FDM Help Line at 1-844-407-0077. Hard copy forms for use in the field to record information for input online 
are available in the Appendix A of this guide.

Reporting
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Fire Department Management System (FDM Reporting Online)  

The fire commissioner requires the completion of two forms in the FDM system including:
• Parent Incident
• National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) Report

(Note:  FDM has other forms that can be used at each department’s discretion and for their own records.)

Step 1: Log in

1. The computer must be connected to the internet and the FDM program installed. 
2. Enter your login name. The EMFS created your login name using the following format of your name: FIRSTNAME.

LASTNAME. (Note: password must be in CAPITAL letters.)
3. Enter your password. (The system administrator created a password for you during your training session. This password 

can be changed or re-set by the system administrator. Call the FDM 24 hour Help Line at 1-844-407-0077 if you have 
forgotten your password.)

4. Click the “OK” button.

Step 2: Complete the Parent Incident Report

1. Click on the Application tab located in the top left-hand corner of the screen.
2. Select “Incidents” on the menu in the upper left-hand side of the screen. The Incident Kiosk will appear.
3. Choose one of the Incident tabs shown across your screen:

• Select the “Today’s Incidents” kiosk button if you are entering a report for today’s date.
• If you are entering a report for a previous period (i.e., earlier this month or earlier this year), select “This Year’s Incidents” 

kiosk button.
• Note: All incidents in the current calendar year need to be entered in before Dec. 31.

4. Select the “NEW” button located in the bottom left-hand corner of the screen.
5. Complete the blank PARENT INCIDENT form by filling in all red-coloured fields [i.e., mandatory fields like incident date 

and time, incident type, department link (reporting department)].
6. Once all the red-coloured fields are filled, click the “FINISH” button in the lower right-hand corner. You can now enter 

specific details about the incident using NFIRS forms, which are described below.

Step 3: Complete the required NFIRS form(s)

1. Once you have completed the above steps, a blank “details page” should appear listing all incidents for either the current 
day or for the current year. If you cannot see this blank details page:
• Search through the rows of records to locate the date/time of the incident you just entered
• Double click on that incident to see the blank details page linked to the incident

2. Select the “NFIRS” button on the bottom of this page. You will be taken to the first of five NFIRS forms that you can fill out:
•  NFIRS 1: Basic Form   
•  NFIRS 2: Fire
•  NFIRS 3: Structure Fire
•  NFIRS 4: Civilian Fire Casualty
•  NFIRS 5: Fire Service Casualty

3. Complete the blank NFIRS Basic Form by filling in all red-coloured fields (i.e., mandatory fields).
4. Go to the next page of the NFIRS form by clicking “NEXT.” Codes that you can use to enter in to describe incident details 

are found on page 8-9.  
5. If there was a civilian or fire service casualty, please read the description of what constitutes a civilian or a fire fighter 

casualty before completing the forms.
6. Continue completing each form until you reach the screen which has a “FINISH” button in the lower right-hand corner. 

Click “FINISH” to save your work and submit the form.
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Fire Investigation

Statistics indicate that approximately 80 percent of fires can be investigated very easily. The answer to the origin and cause 
and the identification of circumstances resulting in the fire are readily apparent at the fire scene and usually witnesses will 
be able to tell the fire investigator exactly what happened. The remaining 20 percent of fires may require a more in-depth 
investigation and some will require a criminal investigation due to suspicious circumstances. 

The local assistant is not asked to be an expert fire investigator nor a criminal investigator.  Where the local assistant can 
identify the origin, cause and circumstances surrounding a fire, it is requested they report the fire to the fire commissioner. 
Where the local assistant cannot identify the origin, cause and circumstances; when a conflict exits; or when they are 
suspicious of the cause of the fire, a provincial inspector is available to assist in the investigation of the fire. A local assistant 
need only call the 24-hour toll free number 1-800-739-3473, and a provincial inspector can be assigned to assist in 
investigating the fire. 

Every local authority (municipality) will have a local assistant. The local assistant is responsible to investigate or cause (ensure) 
an investigation to occur on every fire that happens within their jurisdiction. If the local assistant doesn’t have the experience 
necessary, they should contact the fire commissioner to seek advice and assistance in engaging the services of a fire inspector.  

To allow fire inspectors to properly investigate fires, certain powers and authority are granted. These powers are quite unique 
and are not to be used or taken lightly. The powers are limited to specific parameters and the fire inspector must be aware 
of the rights to enter, to examine and to exclude.

Right to Enter (Section 21)

Any fire inspector may, where it is necessary in the conduct of an investigation, at any reasonable time enter on land or any 
premises where a fire has occurred to determine the cause of the fire. 

This investigation must be started within three business days after the fire occurred.

When a fire occurs in a private dwelling, and during the inspection, if the fire inspector believes that a violation of the Act has 
occurred (for example, if no working smoke detectors are present) or if the fire seems suspicious the fire inspector must stop 
their investigation. Before proceeding any further, the fire inspector must notify the owner of the violation and either 
obtain the written consent of the owner or obtain a warrant.

Asking the owner or occupant of the property for written consent ensures that the owner/occupant is aware of the 
consent they are giving and protects the fire inspector in the event that a situation ends up in the courts.

If the property owner refuses to provide written consent, then a warrant is required before continuing the investigation. 
Contact the local police agency for assistance in obtaining a warrant. The fire scene should be physically secured by fire 
personnel, police or another appropriate authority while obtaining the warrant. Securing the scene will prevent unauthorized 
entry and maintain continuity.

After the initial investigation, if it appears to be suspicious, a call should be made to a provincial inspector or coordinated with 
the local police agency to obtain a warrant. 
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Right to Examine and Retain (Section 31)

The process of a fire investigation requires that property be examined and, in some instances, be retained as evidence. The 
right to examine would be limited if the local assistant could only conduct such examinations on the fire scene. Laboratory 
analysis or examination by other experts would/could be impossible or extremely impractical without the right of seizure. The 
Act contains these powers and authority for the local assistant to permit examination and retention of property. 

The Act allows for the retention of property or items taken for the purpose of testing or as evidence, as in the case of criminal 
investigation. The removal of property or items from the fire scene does not transfer ownership of these things to the local 
assistant, just the responsibility for it. The local assistant must make the effort to return items to the owner or dispose of the 
items as per the owner’s wishes. 

This power has been extended to include peace officers under the direction of a local assistant as the police are better 
equipped to properly handle property items and have access to testing laboratories. Unless the local assistant has proper 
training and facilities to retain evidence, it is recommended all evidence be handled by a peace officer at the fire scene, and 
the items taken be left in the control of the peace officer to properly handle the evidence. 

Right to Exclude (Close or Restrict Entry) (Section 31)

The investigation of a fire requires that the fire scene be controlled to allow for factual information to be gathered.  

When the property owner and/or curious bystander have unrestricted access to a fire scene, the chances of gaining an 
accurate result of the investigation is greatly reduced. Unrestricted access may allow for the destruction of valuable evidence, 
sometimes deliberately by the arsonist. The exclusion right is intended to protect the fire scene and prevent any disturbance of 
the signs and evidence that provide for an accurate investigation, not to cause undue hardship to the persons who occupied 
the property. 

This power must not be used indiscriminately without reason. Persons can be escorted through the fire scene where 
necessary to ensure evidence is not unduly disturbed. 

Limitations on the Powers and Authority Granted
The local assistant has these powers and authorities granted under the Act, only within very restricted parameters. Other 
authority(ies) wanting to gain entry to property for investigation or other purposes cannot use the Act.

• The local assistant must be within their jurisdiction
• The local assistant must be investigating a fire that is known or is believed to have occurred on the property 
• The local assistant must be gathering information for the fire report 

Once the facts of the fire have been determined, the power and authority ends and actions taken must be made by permission 
of the owner or by warrant. 

The Act offers some immunity from liability for local assistants; however the protection is limited to the conditions already 
discussed above. The protection does not allow a fire department or local assistant to act negligently or without due regard to 
others’ rights. (See more information on Liability on Page 15)
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Significant Fires (Section 22)

Certain fires may occur that require the local assistant to report as soon as is practical. These are considered “significant fires.” A 
significant fire is any fire that:

• Is, in your opinion, suspicious and with a significant amount of loss or damage
• Involves a death or serious injury(ies)
• Involves property owned or leased by the Crown (Government property)

When a significant fire occurs, such as the only business in a small community which would cause major impact  
(major employer or supplier), the fire department shall contact the fire commissioner through the 24-hour toll free line at  
1-800-739-3473 as soon as is practical. What is practical will vary with each situation. Usually this will be once the fire is under 
control or the loss is stopped.

The fire department will need to secure the fire scene to prevent entry until a municipal or provincial investigator arrives on 
scene. 

If the fire damaged area is small in size, this may be accomplished by locking the doors and boarding up any windows, if the 
scene is larger or of a serious nature the fire department may want to leave a fire department member on scene to guard the 
area. Additional resources that could be called upon to assist with securing a scene are the police, private security companies 
and core of commissionaires.

For a significant fire, the person conducting the investigation must be a municipal inspector, a provincial inspector or the local 
assistant if they have been directed by a provincial inspector to conduct the investigation.
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Inspections

Informing people in your community through a proactive approach can be seen as a valuable added service from a local fire 
department. Many people create fire safety hazards within buildings simply because they do not realize they have created a 
hazard. Given a reason or explanation, most will be willing to cooperate and correct fire hazards voluntarily.  

Guidelines have been provided for the safety of the occupants in existing buildings, the elimination or control of fire hazards in 
and around buildings, the installation and maintenance of certain life safety systems in buildings and the establishing of a fire 
safety plan in those occupancies where it is considered necessary. The frequency of inspections will vary from one occupancy 
to another depending on: 

• Type of occupancy
• Occupant load
• Function 
• Grade of hazard

The end result of a fire prevention inspection should: 
• Produce a property that is safer because the inspection was conducted
• Inspire an improved attitude towards fire prevention by management and employees
• Provide a record of the findings and action resulting from the inspection

The Act clarifies the powers and requirements such as when a warrant, notification and identification are required when 
entering a property for the purposes of an inspection to monitor compliance or when conducting an inspection. 

Right to Enter (Section 30)

Any fire inspector may without a warrant, at any reasonable time, enter any land or premise for the purposes of an inspection 
to monitor compliance with this Act and regulations. This does not apply to a private dwelling.

In “places open to the general public,” notice and identification is not required for inspectors, when ordinary citizens may enter 
– this provides an inspector with the ability to inspect public places for fire risks (such as an overcrowded nightclub/hotel bar). 

In situations of non-public places, such as manufacturing processes or office buildings, a reasonable attempt must be made 
to notify an owner or occupant, if present, of the purpose of the entry at the time of the entry. Upon request of the owner 
identification must be produced.

A warrant is required when entering a private dwelling unless the owner or occupant consents. Given the definition of ‘private 
dwelling’ in the Act, this ensures that any land and premises associated with a private dwelling also requires consent or a 
warrant. So, foster care and alternative family care homes are treated the same as private dwellings, consistent with how they 
are treated for building code purposes.  

To obtain a warrant, contact your local police agency. 
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Standards for inspection are based on the National Fire Code of Canada (NFC)
The NFC establishes minimum standards for fire prevention and life safety in existing buildings including the conduct of 
activities causing fire hazards, maintenance of fire safety equipment, such as portable extinguishers and life and fire safety 
features, limitations on building contents and the establishment of fire safety plans, including the organization of supervisory 
staff for emergency purposes. 

In addition, the NFC establishes the standard for prevention and containment of fires originating outside buildings, which 
may present a hazard to a community and standards for the storage and handling of dangerous goods and flammable and 
combustible liquids.  

The Uniform Building and Accessibility Standards Act (UBASA) has regulations governing the construction and barrier free 
access to buildings. This Act adopts the National Building Code of Canada and establishes the standard of fire safety for the 
construction of new buildings, the reconstruction of buildings, including extensions or alterations and buildings involving a 
change of occupancy. The building regulations are a reference document for the fire code.
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Orders (Section 33) 

While the majority of fire prevention inspection work can be accomplished through education, explanation and working with 
property owners to ensure they are meeting the requirements of the Act, there are still situations of non-compliance with 
the Act and fire safety regulations. As a result, the fire inspector, upon inspection, has the authority to enforce the regulations 
through the issuing of an order.

An order is a written document that must provide certain, specific information to the owner or occupant of the property that 
the order has been issued. The order must specify:

• what is creating a hazard
• what the person is required to do to resolve the hazard
• when the correction must be completed
• identification of the property and owner 
• to whom the order is issued
• the authority to issue the order
• who issued the order and when, and
• the person’s right to appeal the order 

An order may be issued as a letter, provided it contains all information required, as noted above, or the inspector can use the 
suggested Order to Remedy Contravention form available in the back of this Guide or fire departments may choose to 
design their own. The form contains two parts – the order form and the appeal form. Both forms must be given to the 
person when an order is issued.

The fire inspector may direct the local authority to have the order registered against the property owner’s title to the land 
through the Land Titles Registry. This ensures that the order is binding on the owner of the land and provides any prospective 
purchasers with notice that there is an order placed on the title and it must be taken care of before a purchase (of the title) can 
be made.

An order is cleared or removed when the fire inspector is satisfied that the direction of the order has been followed or all 
the conditions listed on the written order have been complied with. Once an order is issued the fire department has the 
responsibility to follow through to ensure the order is complied with.  

If the property owner or occupant does not comply with the order within the timeframe identified or after reasonable inquiry, 
the owner cannot be determined, the following actions can be taken.

The local assistant or the fire commissioner may perform any actions required to satisfy the conditions of the order and have 
the authority to recover the costs and expenses incurred from the property owner of the land or premises:

• For the local assistant, if the costs and expenses are not paid in the time specified by the local authority, the local 
authority may, if it has the authority to levy taxes, add the amount of the costs and expenses to the owner’s property 
taxes.

• For the fire commissioner, if the costs and expenses are not paid in the time specified, the order is seen as a debt due 
to the Crown and can be recovered by the Crown in any manner set out in The Financial Administration Act, 1993 or the 
Crown may consider legal action against the property owner of the land or premises. 

Issuing Orders
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It is strongly recommended that where an order is issued and compliance is still not accomplished, a lawyer be consulted by 
the fire chief or municipal official to determine the next step in enforcing compliance.

Right to Appeal (Section 39)

A property owner or occupant who has been issued an order for a fire code violation does have the right to appeal the order. 
The appeal must be made with 15 days of being served. 

The appellant must file the appeal in writing to the fire commissioner and serve a notice of the appeal to the inspector who 
made the order. The fire commissioner has 30 days to consider the appeal in which the order may be confirmed, modified or 
revoked. 
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Fires and Emergencies (Section 18)

Fire departments respond to much more than just fires 
and the Act now provides authority for fire departments to 
respond to all emergencies.  

A local assistant or any person authorized by the local 
assistant (fire department) may enter any property, where a 
fire or emergency is occurring and requires a fire department 
response. The fire department can take any measures 
necessary to suppress a fire or address the emergency. This 
authority applies to any adjoining land or premise to the fire 
or emergency, for the purpose of responding to the fire or 
emergency.

The Act also gives the local assistant the authority to direct 
his or her local fire services in another jurisdiction in the 
event of a fire or emergency outside the local assistant’s 
jurisdiction that if left unaddressed would pose a risk to the 
local assistant’s jurisdiction.

If a fire department attends to a fire or emergency outside 
of their jurisdiction, they must comply with the directions/
authority of the jurisdiction where the fire or emergency 
is occurring. This ensures that the authority remains 
the responsibility of the municipality where the fire or 
emergency occurred.

Imminent Risk (Section 19)

The Act allows a fire inspector to enter land or any premises 
without a warrant and take preventive actions to protect 
against the risk of fire, emergency or other danger, based 
on the belief that an imminent risk exists. An imminent risk 
is defined as an immediate risk of fire, emergency or other 
danger that in the opinion of a fire inspector threatens 
persons, property or the environment and requires a fire 
department response.

If a fire inspector has taken preventive actions under this 
authority, the inspector is to immediately notify the fire 
commissioner of the circumstances. 

Right of Entry for Emergencies
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Right to Close Building (Section 31)

During the course of an inspection, an inspector may observe conditions creating a serious danger to persons, property or 
the environment. When this occurs, the inspector may take any measures appropriate to remove or lessen the condition. This 
includes the authority to evacuate and close a premises.

Evacuating and closing of a building can cause both emotional and financial hardship on the owner and/or occupants. This is 
either through loss of business or loss of living accommodations. As a fire inspector, this authority must only be used when 
the threat to persons is significant.

Incidents of this nature are rare but do occur. A possible example of this would be if people are living inside a building that 
was not designed for residential use, the building did not have an alarm system, there was no emergency lighting and the 
building has improper exits.   

During the night if an emergency occurred, there is no early warning detection from an alarm system, and the ability for 
occupants to escape would be impaired by the lack of emergency lighting and exits. The risk of injury or even death to the 
buildings occupants while they are sleeping is too great. In a situation like this, the fire inspector would have the grounds to 
close the building.

Closure of Buildings
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Immunity from Liability (Section 45)

The liability provisions have been adjusted to expand the immunity from liability for the following personnel whenever 
performing their duties to enforce the Act whether inside their jurisdiction or elsewhere:

• fire personnel
• fire departments
• municipal employees and contractors that provide services to other municipalities through fire department services 

agreements
• the Crown
• the minister
• ministry personnel, performing fire service duties on behalf of the province
• local authority
• local assistant
• peace officers
• volunteers, whether paid or unpaid
• those persons authorized by the fire commissioner to act in accordance with the order of the fire commissioner

Liability
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Bylaws (Section 49)

Municipalities have the authority to pass any bylaw relating to fire services and fire safety/prevention matters (e.g. regulation 
of fireworks, etc.), under the three respective municipal acts.

In view of this, the Act does not prevent a local authority from passing and enforcing any bylaw regarding the provision of fire 
and life safety unless the bylaw conflicts or cannot co-exist with any corresponding fire safety standard in the National Fire 
Code (NFC) that the province follows and enforces through the Act and its regulations. If a bylaw is in conflict, then the fire 
safety bylaw would need Government approval in order to be valid.

• The distinction between a fire safety bylaw that is in conflict and requiring Ministerial approval, compared to a fire safety 
bylaw that exceeds or is more exacting than an NFC standard and would not require Government approval, is whether 
compliance with one standard results in a breach of the other standard.

• A bylaw relating to fire services and fire safety/prevention matters will only require the approval of the Minister if the 
bylaw creates a standard which is less protective than the NFC and results in noncompliance with the NFC. A standard 
that exceeds or is more protective than a standard in the NFC would not be considered in conflict.

Example

• A bylaw that requires hard-wired smoke detectors to be installed in buildings rather than the NFC standard of permitting 
the use of battery operated smoke detectors to be installed would not be in conflict.  

• The bylaw requirement for hard-wired smoke detectors in buildings would create a higher and more onerous standard 
and would not be seen as a contravention of the battery operated smoke detector requirement because the bylaw is 
more protective and exacting than a battery operated smoke detector.  

• A municipality would not be in violation for implementing a hard-wired smoke detector system which exceeds the NFC 
standard and therefore, it would not require the approval of the Minister.  

We encourage all local authorities when creating a bylaw relating to fire services and fire safety/prevention matters, to 
seek legal counsel to discuss drafting a standard that would be compliant with the standards outlined in the NFC.

Bylaws
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The Fire Commissioner

The Emergency Management and Fire Safety (EMFS) Branch is part of the Ministry of Government Relations. EMFS which 
is the base for the fire commissioner provides Saskatchewan communities, fire departments and emergency management 
organizations with programs and services that: 

• protect people, property and the environment from fire and other emergencies
• build local community capacity to respond to emergencies
• enhance public safety across the province

More specifically, EMFS provides programs and services in the following areas: 
• Fire dispatching
• Fire service and emergency management training
• Fire service certification
• Fire investigation and reporting 
• Public education in fire safety and emergency preparedness
• Technical advice and interpretations
• Emergency and disaster operational response
• Sask911 system
• Provincial Public Safety Telecommunications Network (PPSTN)

Section 7  

The Fire Safety Act enables the fire commissioner to:
• Provide assistance to a local authority during an emergency
• Manage an emergency, if/when requested by a local authority and after reasonable consultation, or
• Manage an emergency due to a lack of capacity, or an inability or unwillingness of the local authority to respond

In an emergency requiring fire department services, the fire commissioner may, after reasonable consultation with a local 
authority or if a local authority is unable or unwilling to provide a response, take any action the fire commissioner considers 
necessary to meet the emergency and to eliminate, reduce or control its effect, including:

a. establishing an Incident Command Structure (ICS), if one is not already established by a local authority, to direct and 
manage fire department services, police services, environmental services, and all other emergency services personnel in 
attendance at the site of the emergency

b. coordinating all emergency services personnel in attendance at the site of the emergency in accordance with the 
incident command structure established in clause (a)

c. directing that land or premises that the fire commissioner considers affected by the emergency be evacuated
d. closing or causing the closure of land or premises or of things that the fire commissioner considers affected by the 

emergency for any period that the fire commissioner considers appropriate
e. pulling down or removing premises or things on or attached to the land or premises on which the emergency occurred 

or is occurring, or on adjacent land or premises
f. implementing any plan that the fire commissioner considers appropriate to eliminate, reduce or control the effects of the 

emergency
g. issuing orders to persons to provide labour, services, equipment or materials to assist in meeting the emergency
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The deployment of an ICS by the fire commissioner does not prescribe how a city or other local authority is expected to set up 
its own incident command structure(s).

The fire commissioner also has the discretionary authority to: 
• provide and recover any costs for fire department services
• assist municipalities with developing their fire service information for their community
• investigate or hold inquiries into the circumstances of any emergency
• investigate conditions under which fires are likely to occur
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Forms
• Order to Remedy Contravention 
• Notice of Appeal
• Fire Service Information  
• Basic Incident Report

Appendix A
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ORDER TO REMEDY CONTRAVENTION 
 
To: ___________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 
 

(check one)  owner    occupant   operator  
 
I, ___________________________________________________________________ 
 (Name)   provincial inspector/local assistant, municipal inspector (circle one) 

inspected _______________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
    (full address of building/structure/premises) 
 

on (date) _______________________________________, ______________ 
 

As a result of that inspection, it is my opinion that there is a contravention of: 

a) The Fire Safety Act, namely: 

 
Section _________ - ______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
b) The Saskatchewan Fire Code Regulations, namely: 

Section _________ - ______________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
 
c) An Order made pursuant to this Act, namely:  (copy of original order attached) 
 
Section _________ - ______________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
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Order of Contravention cont.  
 
You are hereby directed to:  
 

a) by no later than (date) ________________, __________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
 
b) by no later than (date) ________________, __________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
 
c) by no later than (date) ________________, __________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
 
d) by no later than (date) ________________, __________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
 
e) by no later than (date) ________________, __________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
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Order of Contravention cont.  
 
I, __________________________________________________, was personally served with 
this Order on _________________________, ____________ at ____________________,  
Saskatchewan. 
 
 
     ____________________________________________  
      Signature of person to whom order is directed  
 

_________________________  
Date 
 

   ____________________________________________  
    Fire Inspector  
 

   Name: ______________________________________  
   Phone #: ____________________________________  

 
 
The owner, occupant, or operator who feels aggrieved by this Order may appeal the Order in 
writing to the Fire Commissioner in Accordance with Section XX and XX of The Fire Safety Act.  
 
An appeal must be filed, in writing, within 20 days of receipt of the order.  A form is provided.  
  



 
 

The Fire Safety Act 
 
To:  Fire Commissioner  
 Emergency Management and Fire Safety Branch 
 Ministry of Government Relations  
 500 – 1855 Victoria Avenue 
 Regina, SK   S4P 3T2  
 

NOTICE OF APPEAL 
Section 39: 

 
I, _________________________________________________________________________  
of_________________________________________________________________________  
owner/operator/occupant of a building, structure or premises located at:  
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
HEREBY APPEAL the order of a local assistant or municipal inspector issued pursuant to Section 
33 of the Fire Safety Act.  The reasons in support of my appeal are:  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
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The Fire Safety Act 
 
To:  Fire Commissioner  
 Emergency Management and Fire Safety Branch 
 Ministry of Government Relations  
 500 – 1855 Victoria Avenue 
 Regina, SK   S4P 3T2  
 

NOTICE OF APPEAL 
Section 39: 

 
I, _________________________________________________________________________  
of_________________________________________________________________________  
owner/operator/occupant of a building, structure or premises located at:  
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
HEREBY APPEAL the order of a local assistant or municipal inspector issued pursuant to Section 
33 of the Fire Safety Act.  The reasons in support of my appeal are:  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
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The following documents are filed in support of my appeal:  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
DATED at ______________________________________, Saskatchewan. 
This ____________ day of ___________________________________, _________________  
 
 
     Name: ______________________________________  
    Mailing Address: ____________________________________  
    Phone Number: _____________________________________  
 
 
 
This Notice of Appeal must be filed with the Fire Commissioner with 20 days from the date of 
service of this order, and a copy must also be served on the local assistant or municipal 
inspector who issued the Order.  
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YOUR MUNICIPALITY NAME HERE  
Fire Service Information 

 
Date Submitted to Fire Commissioner:  MONTH DD, YYYY 

Name of Appointed Local Assistant: ____________________________ 
 
 

SECTION A − Completed by All Municipalities 
 

1.   How are fire protection services provided in your municipality? (Check one) 

 Local fire department  
How authorized? (written agreement/bylaw/board/co-op): _________________________ 

 Fire protecti 
  
 on agreement, where services are provided by an outside fire department. 

Is this agreement in writing (i.e., formal agreement):  _____________________________ 
 
 

2.  What is the municipality’s annual operating and capital budget for fire services?   $__________ 
3.  Does your municipality have a planning cycle for fire services?      No           Yes  
      If yes, what time period do you plan for? (e.g., one year, five years, ten years) ______________ 

4.  What fire services are provided to your residents? 
 

Service Provided? (Y/N) Name of FD Which Provides This 
Service 

Interior Structural Fire Suppression  (offensive)    

Exterior  Structural Fire Suppression  (defensive)    

Wildland Fire Suppression    

Motor Vehicle Extrication    

Technical Rope Rescue   

Confined Space Rescue   

Hazardous Materials Response     

Water/Ice Rescue    

Code Enforcement/ Inspection   

Public Education/Prevention   

Other: (list)    

  
5.   Do property owners receive a bill for fire services?  (Check one) 

 No 

 Yes     
If yes, what is the hourly rate (approximate)?   _____________________________ 

  

Note: It is recommended that property owners have insurance coverage for fire suppression in order to pay for any 
billed services.  
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SECTION B − Completed by Municipalities with Local Fire Departments 

1. List any Mutual Aid Agreements your Fire Department currently has with others*: 

Fire Department Name  Description of Mutual Aid Agreement  
Formal/informal agreements; list services provided 

  
  
  
  
  

 
  

 

2. What is the average response time after an emergency call is received? 
• Turn-out time (from when firefighters are altered until first apparatus leaves hall): _____ 

minutes 
• Travel time (from when first apparatus leaves hall and arrives at incident)+:   _____ minutes 

 
+ NOTE: If your service area is large, you may wish to attach a map to mark the average travel time to different locations within your rural or urban 
municipality. 
 

3.  List all apparatus used by the Fire Department and the location of your Fire Hall(s)*:  

Description of Apparatus/Description of Fire Hall(s) and their Location(s) Number of Apparatus 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

4.  a) How many members are in your Fire Department? ___________________________ 
 

     b)  In the chart below, list the positions in your Fire Department, how members are 
compensated, and any training they have received.   

Position or Title 
Compensation 

Volunteer or   
Paid (FT/PT/On-Call) 

Training/Certification/Competency 
For each position, describe type of training received and 

competency.  Also list number of members certified to an  
NFPA standard and level achieved. 

   
   
   
   
   
   

 

SECTION C − Attachments (e.g., maps identifying service coverage and response times)  

* NOTE: If completing a paper form, attach additional sheets if necessary to provide required information. 
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Emergency Management  
and Fire Safety  Basic Incident Report 

Page 1 of 3 

 

EMFS 04/15   A-1 

Incident Details 
 

    

Name of Person Completing this Report:  Contact Phone Number:   
    
Representing:    
 government organization, firm or corporation, emergency response agency   
    
Incident Date:  Incident Time:    
 day/ month/ year  use 24-hour clock  
 
Incident 
Address:  

      

 street address/lot, block and plan #/land location description  RM/Town/City/Village/Hamlet  postal code  
 
Incident Type:   
 provide detail of Incident type  
 
Did a fire department attend? ❑ Yes       ❑ No If Yes, name of department:   

     
 
Mutual Aid: ❑ Mutual Aid Received ❑ Mutual Aid Given   
 
Resources: Number of Apparatus   Number of Personnel   
 list total number of apparatus responded  list total number of personnel responded  
 
Persons Involved  
      
Police Contact:   Phone:   
      
Owners Name :   Phone:   
      
Owner’s Address:   
   
Occupant’s Name:   Phone:   
     
Property Details 
  
                __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 provide detailed description of the property – also check below as applicable 
 
Property Type 
❑ Assembly ❑ Educational ❑ Mercantile / Business ❑ Storage ❑ Manufacturing 

❑ Health Care / Detention ❑ Industry / Utility ❑ Outside or special property ❑ Residential ❑ Other/Undetermined 
     
Building Status  
❑ Under Construction ❑ Under major renovation ❑ Being demolished ❑ Undetermined  

❑ In Normal Use ❑ Idle / Not routinely used ❑ Vacant and unsecured ❑ Vacant and secured  

 
Building height  Floor size  Acres Burned  _________________________  
 total # of stories  indicate square feet or meters  
     
     
Mobile Property Involved 
❑ None ❑ Not involved with ignition, but burned ❑ Involved with ignition, but did not burn ❑ Involved with ignition and burned 
    
Mobile Property Type 
❑ Passenger or road transport ❑ Aircraft ❑ Freight road vehicle ❑ Industrial, agriculture, construction 

❑ Transport vehicle (Rail) ❑ Miscellaneous ❑ Water vessel ❑ Unknown 
  
Mobile Property Details 

 Make   
    
 Model   
    
 License number ______________ Province ____________  VIN ______________________________  
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Insurance and Values 
      
Estimated dollar value of the property $  Estimated dollar value of damage $  
      
Insurance File #   Insurance Corporation  
     
Insurance contact person   Phone  
     
Ignition Factors 
 
Area of Origin   
 provide detailed description of the primary use of the area where the fire started – also check below as applicable  
   
 ❑ Means of egress ❑ Storage areas ❑ Transportation vehicle areas 
 >hallways, entrance areas, fire exits >store rooms, closets, garages >passenger area, trunk, engine 
 ❑ Assembly areas ❑ Service areas ❑ Outside/Other areas 
 >theaters, community halls, living rooms  >conduit, pipes, elevator shaft >streets, parking lots, railway tracks 
 ❑ Function area ❑ Service or equipment areas ❑ Undetermined 
 >bedroom, kitchen, office, dining room >mechanical rooms, cells >area or origin cannot be determined 
 ❑ Technical processing area ❑ Structural areas  

 >laboratories, operating rooms, stages >attics, crawl spaces, exterior of walls  
 
Heat Source   
 provide detailed description of the heat source which ignited the first object to burn – also check below as applicable  
 
 ❑ Operating equipment ❑ Other open flame, smoker’s materials ❑ Other heat sources 
 >spark, ember, electrical arc, radiant heat >cigarettes, candles, match, lighter >multiple heat sources 
 ❑ Hot smouldering object ❑ Chemical, Natural heat sources  ❑ Undetermined 
 >heat of friction, molten material, welding >sunlight, spontaneous combustion >heat source cannot be determined 
 ❑ Explosives, fireworks ❑ Heat spread from another fire  

 >blasting agent, munitions, fireworks >flame contact, radiant heat, embers  
    
    
Item First Ignited   
 provide detailed description of the item first ignited – also check below as applicable  
    
 ❑ Structural component ❑ Adornment, recreational items, signs ❑ Organic materials 
 >wall coverings, framing, floor coverings >Christmas trees, awnings, tents, toys >agricultural crops, humans, animals 
 ❑ Furniture, utensils  ❑ Storage supplies ❑ General materials 
 >upholstery, cabinets, appliances >boxes, packing materials, pallets >books, trash, dust, lint, tires, fertilizer 
 ❑ Soft goods, wearing apparel ❑ Liquids, piping, filters ❑ Undetermined 
 >mattresses, linen, clothing, drapes >flammable gases / liquids, pipes, ducts >item first ignited cannot be determined 
    
  
Cause of Ignition   
   
 ❑ Intentional ❑ Failure of equipment ❑ Cause under investigation 
 >misuse of heat source, incendiary fire >equipment not functioning properly >origin and cause not yet determined 
 ❑ Unintentional ❑ Act of nature ❑ Cause undetermined 
 >careless, reckless, accidental acts >weather,  floods, animal behaviour >cause undetermined after investigation 
    
    
Factors Contributing to Ignition   
     
   
 provide detailed description of the factors that allowed heat source and combustible materials to come into contact/combine  
    
 ❑ Misuse of materials ❑ Design, Installation Deficiency ❑ Fire spread or control 
 >unsafe use or placement of heat source >design, construction, installation faults >exposure, rekindle, controlled burns  
 ❑ Mechanical failure, malfunction ❑ Operational Deficiency ❑ Undetermined 
 >worn components, control failure, leak >collisions, unattended equipment >ignition factors cannot be determined 
 ❑ Electrical failure, malfunction ❑ Natural condition  

 >short circuit, arcing, equipment failure >wind, flood, animal behaviour   
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Human Factors    
 ❑ Asleep ❑ Possible mentally disabled ❑ None  

    
 ❑ Impaired by alcohol or drugs ❑ Physically disabled Age         ________ 

    
 ❑ Unattended ❑ Multiple persons Gender   _________ 
    
Equipment involved in ignition   
   
   
 provide detailed description of equipment involved in ignition – also check below as applicable  
     
 ❑ Heating, ventilation, air conditioning ❑ Commercial and medical equipment ❑ Electronic, other electrical equipment 
 >furnace, fire place, stove, water heater >vending machines, O2 equipment >computers, TV’s, stereos, cash register 
 ❑ Electrical distribution, lighting, power ❑ Garden tools, agricultural equipment  ❑ Personal and household equipment 
 >distribution panels, outlet, lights >combine, chain saw, milking machine >clothes dryer, curling iron, powered toys 
 ❑ Shop tools and industrial equipment ❑ Kitchen and Cooking Equipment ❑ Other or Undetermined 
 >power saw, welding torch, compressor >Coffee maker, microwave, dishwasher >other equipment not listed, none 
    
Brand or Make   Serial Number or other 

identification 
  

      
Model   Year of manufacture   
 
 

     
 

Equipment Power Source 
 

 

❑ Electrical 
 

❑ Gas ❑ Liquid Fuel ❑ Solid Fuel ❑ Other Undetermined  

Fire Spread 
 

 

     ❑ Confined to Room of Origin 
 
     ❑ Beyond Building of Origin 
 

❑ Confined to Floor ❑ Confined to Building of Origin  

Other Forms Filed with this Report 
 
❑ Casualty Report 
 

 
 
❑ Fire Detectors and Extinguishing Equipment Report 

 

Remarks 
 

 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 Add additional page(s) for remarks if necessary  
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Human Factors    
 ❑ Asleep ❑ Possible mentally disabled ❑ None  

    
 ❑ Impaired by alcohol or drugs ❑ Physically disabled Age         ________ 

    
 ❑ Unattended ❑ Multiple persons Gender   _________ 
    
Equipment involved in ignition   
   
   
 provide detailed description of equipment involved in ignition – also check below as applicable  
     
 ❑ Heating, ventilation, air conditioning ❑ Commercial and medical equipment ❑ Electronic, other electrical equipment 
 >furnace, fire place, stove, water heater >vending machines, O2 equipment >computers, TV’s, stereos, cash register 
 ❑ Electrical distribution, lighting, power ❑ Garden tools, agricultural equipment  ❑ Personal and household equipment 
 >distribution panels, outlet, lights >combine, chain saw, milking machine >clothes dryer, curling iron, powered toys 
 ❑ Shop tools and industrial equipment ❑ Kitchen and Cooking Equipment ❑ Other or Undetermined 
 >power saw, welding torch, compressor >Coffee maker, microwave, dishwasher >other equipment not listed, none 
    
Brand or Make   Serial Number or other 

identification 
  

      
Model   Year of manufacture   
 
 

     
 

Equipment Power Source 
 

 

❑ Electrical 
 

❑ Gas ❑ Liquid Fuel ❑ Solid Fuel ❑ Other Undetermined  

Fire Spread 
 

 

     ❑ Confined to Room of Origin 
 
     ❑ Beyond Building of Origin 
 

❑ Confined to Floor ❑ Confined to Building of Origin  

Other Forms Filed with this Report 
 
❑ Casualty Report 
 

 
 
❑ Fire Detectors and Extinguishing Equipment Report 

 

Remarks 
 

 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 Add additional page(s) for remarks if necessary  
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 c. F-15.11 FIRE SAFETY

NOTE:
This consolidation is not official and is subject to House amendments and Law 
Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel changes to Separate Chapters that may be 
incorporated up until the publication of the annual bound volume. Amendments 
have been incorporated for convenience of reference and the official Statutes and 
Regulations should be consulted for all purposes of interpretation and application 
of the law. In order to preserve the integrity of the official Statutes and Regulations, 
errors that may have appeared are reproduced in this consolidation.

The  
Fire Safety Act

being

Chapter F-15.11* of The Statutes of Saskatchewan, 2015. 
(effective November 2, 2015).

*NOTE: Pursuant to subsection 33(1) of The Interpretation Act, 1995, the 
Consequential Amendment sections, schedules and/or tables within this Act 
have been removed. Upon coming into force, the consequential amendments 
contained in those sections became part of the enactment(s) that they amend, 
and have thereby been incorporated into the corresponding Acts. Please 
refer to the Separate Chapter to obtain consequential amendment details 
and specifics.
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 c. F-15.11 FIRE SAFETY

CHAPTER F-15.11

An Act respecting Fire Safety, Fire Prevention and Emergency 
Response Services and making consequential  

amendments to other Acts

PART I
Preliminary Matters

Short title

1 This Act may be cited as The Fire Safety Act.

Interpretation

2 In this Act:

“business day” means a day other than a Saturday, Sunday or holiday;

“bylaw” means a bylaw concerning fire department services, fire prevention, 
fire suppression and the protection of persons, property and the environment 
against fire;

“court” means the Court of Queen’s Bench;

“Crown” means the Crown in right of Saskatchewan;

“emergency” means a present or imminent situation or condition that requires 
prompt action or coordination of action to prevent or limit:

(a) loss of life;

(b) harm or damage to the safety, health or welfare of people; or

(c) damage to property or the environment;

“fire brigade” means a privately owned fire suppression service that provides 
a response to an emergency fire situation but that is not established or operated 
or contracted with by a local authority;

“fire chief” means:

(a) with respect to a municipality, a person appointed or employed as a 
fire chief by a municipality; and

(b) with respect to park land constituted pursuant to The Parks Act or 
a regional park established pursuant to The Regional Parks Act, 2013, a 
person appointed as a fire chief by the fire commissioner;

“fire commissioner” means the fire commissioner appointed pursuant to 
subsection 4(1);

“fire department” means a fire department established or operated by or 
contracted with a local authority;
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“fire department services”, “firefighting” and “fire services” mean the 
services that are provided by a fire department, whether provided pursuant to 
this Act, the regulations or any other Act, and include all or any of the following:

(a) fire prevention and protection;

(b) fire safety;

(c) fire inspections;

(d) fire investigation;

(e) fire suppression;

(f) mitigation of the effects of fires and recovery from fires;

(g) enforcement of laws relating to fire safety or public safety;

(h) search and rescue services;

(i) support or provision of medical first response services;

(j) response to incidents involving hazardous materials as defined in 
the National Fire Code;

(k) response to emergency situations;

(l) training, education and certification with respect to any of the services 
mentioned in clauses (a) to (k);

(m) fire safety and public safety awareness and education programs;

(n) fire dispatch and emergency communications;

(o) any other services set out in the regulations;

“fire department services agreement” means an agreement for the 
purposes of providing fire department services between:

(a) two or more local authorities; or

(b) one or more local authorities and one or more:

(i) other local governments outside Saskatchewan;

(ii) Indian bands;

(iii) ministries, departments, organizations or agencies of the 
Government of Saskatchewan or the Government of Canada;

(iv) fire brigades; and

(v) other persons, organizations or agencies;

“fire inspector” means a provincial inspector, a local assistant or a municipal 
inspector;

“fire prevention” means the provision of services for the purposes of 
preventing fires and includes planning, public awareness, enforcement of laws 
related to fire safety and education with respect to fires and the elimination 
of fire risk;
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“fire suppression” means the provision of services in response to an 
emergency whether related to extinguishing a fire or otherwise;

“Indian band” means a band as defined in the Indian Act (Canada) and 
includes the council of a band;

“Indian reserve” means a reserve within the meaning of the Indian Act 
(Canada);

“judge”, except in subsections 42(4) to (6), means a judge of the court;

“local assistant” means:

(a) with respect to a municipality that has a fire department, a fire chief 
or acting fire chief;

(b) with respect to a municipality that does not have a fire department:

(i) the administrator or clerk of the municipality; or

(ii) any other person appointed by the municipality in consultation 
with the fire commissioner;

(c) in any municipality, any person appointed by the municipality in 
consultation with the fire commissioner; or

(d) with respect to a local authority that is not a municipality, a 
prescribed person;

“local authority” means:

(a) a municipality or a council of a municipality and includes the City 
of Lloydminster; or

(b) any prescribed authority or body;

“minister” means the member of the Executive Council to whom for the time 
being the administration of this Act is assigned;

“ministry” means the ministry over which the minister presides;

“municipal inspector” means a person who is appointed in writing by a local 
assistant for a municipality to act as a municipal inspector for the municipality 
for the purposes of this Act;

“National Fire Code” means the edition of the National Fire Code of Canada 
adopted in the regulations;

“occupant” includes:

(a) a person residing on land or in a premises;

(b) a person entitled to the possession of land or a premises if there is 
no person residing on the land or in the premises; and

(c) a leaseholder;

“owner” means any person who has any right, title, estate or interest in 
land, improvements or premises other than that of a mere occupant, tenant 
or mortgagee;
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“prescribed” means prescribed in the regulations;

“premises” includes buildings, facilities and structures;

“private dwelling”, subject to the regulations, includes:

(a) any land on which a private dwelling is located or any outbuilding 
or premises that is located on the same property as a private dwelling, 
but does not include any part of that land, outbuilding or premises that:

(i) is not being used as a private dwelling or is not enclosed within 
the private dwelling; and

(ii) is being used to carry out a commercial operation;

(b) foster care homes as defined in the regulations;

(c) alternative family care homes as defined in the regulations; and

(d) any other prescribed property;

“provincial inspector” means:

(a) the fire commissioner;

(b) a deputy fire commissioner;

(c) an assistant fire commissioner designated pursuant to subsection 4(5); 
or

(d) a provincial inspector designated pursuant to subsection 4(5).
2015, c.F-15.11, s.2.

Crown bound

3 The Crown is bound by this Act.
2015, c.F-15.11, s.3.

PART II
Administration

Fire commissioner, deputy fire commissioners, assistant fire commissioners  
and provincial inspectors

4(1) The minister may appoint an employee of the ministry as the fire commissioner 
and one or more other employees of the ministry as deputy fire commissioners to 
carry out the duties and exercise the powers of the fire commissioner pursuant to 
this Act.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), a deputy fire commissioner may act in the place of 
the fire commissioner and, for that purpose:

(a) may exercise all or any of the powers of the fire commissioner given by 
this Act and the regulations;

(b) shall perform all the duties imposed on the fire commissioner by this Act 
and the regulations.
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(3) The fire commissioner may impose any limitation or terms and conditions 
on the powers that may be exercised by a deputy fire commissioner pursuant to 
clause (2)(a) or the duties that must be performed by a deputy fire commissioner 
pursuant to clause (2)(b).

(4) The exercise of powers and the performance of duties by a deputy fire 
commissioner pursuant to subsection (2) are deemed to be the exercise of powers 
and performance of duties by the fire commissioner.

(5) The fire commissioner may designate an assistant fire commissioner, a 
provincial inspector or any other staff required to assist the fire commissioner for 
the purposes of this Act.

(6) For the purposes of subsection (5), the fire commissioner may:

(a) designate any person whom the fire commissioner considers qualified; and

(b) impose any limitations or terms and conditions on the designation that 
the fire commissioner considers appropriate.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.4.

Annual report to minister and publication

5(1) In this section, “fiscal year” means the period commencing on April 1 in one 
year and ending on March 31 in the following year.

(2) The fire commissioner shall:

(a) on or before June 30 in each year, submit to the minister a detailed report 
of the fire commissioner’s official actions during the preceding fiscal year; and

(b) publish any part of the report mentioned in clause (a) that the minister 
directs, in any manner the minister directs.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.5.

Duties and powers of fire commissioner

6(1) Subject to this Act and the regulations, the fire commissioner shall:

(a) promote and encourage fire prevention and information about fire services 
and other fire programs;

(b) investigate or cause to be investigated or hold inquiries into any fire 
whenever the fire commissioner considers it necessary to do so in order to 
ascertain the cause, origin and circumstances of the fire;

(c) keep records of all fires that occur in Saskatchewan, including the cause, 
origin and circumstances of each fire and other information respecting each 
fire that the fire commissioner considers appropriate;

(d) keep records of all emergencies to which a fire department or fire brigade 
in Saskatchewan responded, including the cause, origin and circumstances of 
each emergency and other information respecting each response that the fire 
commissioner considers appropriate;

(e) collect and disseminate information respecting fires and fire department 
services in Saskatchewan;
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(f) administer and enforce this Act and the regulations within park land 
constituted pursuant to The Parks Act or a regional park established pursuant 
to The Regional Parks Act, 2013;

(g) provide or facilitate the provision of training courses related to fire 
department services; and

(h) perform any other duties that the minister may direct.

(2) The fire commissioner may advise and provide recommendations and assistance 
to local authorities or any other persons respecting the following:

(a) the establishment, administration and effectiveness of a fire department 
or fire brigade;

(b) standards for fire department services or similar services provided by 
fire brigades;

(c) the supply of adequate water for fire suppression;

(d) the passing of bylaws and the enforcement of bylaws and agreements 
by a local authority concerning fire department services, fire prevention, fire 
suppression and the protection of persons, property and the environment 
against fire;

(e) the establishment of a fire department services agreement or an 
interjurisdictional area to plan, organize and deliver fire safety programs and 
fire department services;

(f) the provision of suitable fire protection equipment and apparatus for the 
use of a fire department or fire brigade;

(g) the storage and handling of hazardous materials and the establishment 
and implementation of an emergency response plan relating to hazardous 
materials as defined in the National Fire Code;

(h) the recruitment, appointment and training of local assistants;

(i) any other matter that the minister may direct.

(3) The fire commissioner may provide any fire department services, firefighting 
and fire services to any person and may charge the person to whom the services 
are provided.

(4) The fire commissioner may investigate or cause to be investigated or hold 
inquiries into any emergency whenever the fire commissioner considers it necessary 
to do so to ascertain the cause, origin and circumstances of the emergency.

(5) The fire commissioner may investigate conditions under which fires are likely 
to occur.

(6) The fire commissioner may assist with the preparation of fire service information 
required pursuant to section 17.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.6.
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Powers of fire commissioner in an emergency

7(1) In this section, “incident command structure” means a management 
system of procedures for directing personnel and the use of facilities, equipment 
and communications during a fire or an emergency that requires fire department 
services, police services, environmental services and other emergency services 
personnel to work collaboratively in an effective and efficient manner towards the 
goal of eliminating, reducing or controlling the effects of a fire or an emergency.

(2) In an emergency requiring fire department services, the fire commissioner 
may, after reasonable consultation with a local authority or if a local authority is 
unable or unwilling to provide a response, take any action the fire commissioner 
considers necessary to meet the emergency and to eliminate, reduce or control its 
effect, including:

(a) establishing an incident command structure, if one is not already 
established by a local authority, to direct and manage fire department services, 
police services, environmental services and all other emergency services 
personnel in attendance at the site of the emergency;

(b) coordinating all emergency services personnel in attendance at the site of 
the emergency in accordance with the incident command structure established 
pursuant to clause (a);

(c) directing that land or premises that the fire commissioner considers 
affected by the emergency be evacuated;

(d) closing or causing the closure of land or premises or of things that the 
fire commissioner considers affected by the emergency for any period that the 
fire commissioner considers appropriate;

(e) pulling down or removing premises or things on or attached to the land 
or premises on which the emergency occurred or is occurring, or on adjacent 
land or premises;

(f) implementing any plan that the fire commissioner considers appropriate 
to eliminate, reduce or control the effects of the emergency; and

(g) issuing orders to persons to provide labour, services, equipment or 
materials to assist in meeting the emergency.

(3) A direction, instruction or order of the fire commissioner pursuant to this section 
may be made orally or in writing.

(4) No person to whom a direction, instruction or order has been issued pursuant 
to subsection (2) shall fail without reasonable excuse to comply with that direction, 
instruction or order.

(5) The minister may remunerate, at a rate determined by the minister, a person 
whose labour, services, equipment or materials are provided pursuant to clause (2) (g) 
to assist in meeting an emergency.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.7.
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Powers of fire commissioner in an emergency

7(1) In this section, “incident command structure” means a management 
system of procedures for directing personnel and the use of facilities, equipment 
and communications during a fire or an emergency that requires fire department 
services, police services, environmental services and other emergency services 
personnel to work collaboratively in an effective and efficient manner towards the 
goal of eliminating, reducing or controlling the effects of a fire or an emergency.

(2) In an emergency requiring fire department services, the fire commissioner 
may, after reasonable consultation with a local authority or if a local authority is 
unable or unwilling to provide a response, take any action the fire commissioner 
considers necessary to meet the emergency and to eliminate, reduce or control its 
effect, including:

(a) establishing an incident command structure, if one is not already 
established by a local authority, to direct and manage fire department services, 
police services, environmental services and all other emergency services 
personnel in attendance at the site of the emergency;

(b) coordinating all emergency services personnel in attendance at the site of 
the emergency in accordance with the incident command structure established 
pursuant to clause (a);

(c) directing that land or premises that the fire commissioner considers 
affected by the emergency be evacuated;

(d) closing or causing the closure of land or premises or of things that the 
fire commissioner considers affected by the emergency for any period that the 
fire commissioner considers appropriate;

(e) pulling down or removing premises or things on or attached to the land 
or premises on which the emergency occurred or is occurring, or on adjacent 
land or premises;

(f) implementing any plan that the fire commissioner considers appropriate 
to eliminate, reduce or control the effects of the emergency; and

(g) issuing orders to persons to provide labour, services, equipment or 
materials to assist in meeting the emergency.

(3) A direction, instruction or order of the fire commissioner pursuant to this section 
may be made orally or in writing.

(4) No person to whom a direction, instruction or order has been issued pursuant 
to subsection (2) shall fail without reasonable excuse to comply with that direction, 
instruction or order.

(5) The minister may remunerate, at a rate determined by the minister, a person 
whose labour, services, equipment or materials are provided pursuant to clause (2) (g) 
to assist in meeting an emergency.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.7.
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Prescribed provincial inspectors as peace officers

8 All prescribed provincial inspectors or prescribed classes of provincial inspectors 
have the powers of peace officers to enforce this Act and the regulations and are 
entitled, while performing their duties, to all the protection to which peace officers 
are entitled pursuant to the Criminal Code.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.8.

Powers of provincial inspectors

9 A provincial inspector may administer and enforce this Act and the regulations 
throughout Saskatchewan.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.9.

General powers of fire inspectors

10 In addition to exercising the powers conferred, and fulfilling the duties imposed, 
by this Act on fire inspectors, a fire inspector may aid in the enforcement of any 
Act, regulation or bylaw.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.10.

Appointment of a fire chief for park land or a regional park

11 The fire commissioner may appoint a person as fire chief for park land 
constituted pursuant to The Parks Act or a regional park established pursuant to 
The Regional Parks Act, 2013.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.11.

Appointment of fire chiefs for hamlets

12 The council of a local authority may appoint a fire chief with responsibility for 
any hamlet or area of the local authority’s jurisdiction specified in the appointment.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.12.

Notification re local assistants

13 Every local authority shall, as soon as is practicable, notify the fire commissioner 
in writing of the full name and address of any person who:

(a) is or becomes a local assistant; or

(b) ceases to be a local assistant.
2015, c.F-15.11, s.13.

Delegation to local assistants

14(1) In consultation with a local authority, the fire commissioner may delegate 
in writing to any local assistant all or any of the powers or duties of the fire 
commissioner pursuant to this Act or the regulations, other than the power to hear 
appeals.

11

 c. F-15.11 FIRE SAFETY

(2) The fire commissioner may impose any limitations or terms and conditions 
on a delegation pursuant to subsection (1) that the fire commissioner considers 
appropriate.

(3) The fire commissioner may rescind, in writing, a delegation pursuant to 
subsection (1).

(4) If a local assistant exercises any powers or performs any duties of the fire 
commissioner that are delegated to the local assistant pursuant to this section and 
the local assistant exercises those powers or performs those duties in accordance 
with the limitations or terms and conditions imposed pursuant to subsection (2), the 
exercise or performance is deemed to be the exercise of powers or the performance 
of duties by the fire commissioner.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.14.

Powers and duties of local assistants and municipal inspectors

15(1) Every local assistant shall:

(a) administer and enforce this Act within the local assistant’s jurisdiction; 
and

(b) perform any other duties and may exercise any other powers that may be 
delegated to the local assistant by the fire commissioner.

(2) Unless otherwise provided by this Act, the jurisdiction within which a local 
assistant or a municipal inspector shall perform his or her duties and exercise his 
or her powers pursuant to this Act is:

(a) the jurisdiction of the local authority that employs or appointed the local 
assistant or municipal inspector; and

(b) if the local authority has entered into a fire department services 
agreement, the jurisdiction of each of the parties to the agreement unless the 
agreement provides otherwise.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.15.

Powers of peace officers

16 If directed by a local assistant to do so, a peace officer may exercise the powers 
of the local assistant and may fulfil the duties of the local assistant that are given 
or imposed by this Act and the regulations.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.16.

Fire service information

17(1) In this section, “fire service information” means information about the fire 
department services provided in the local authority filed with the fire commissioner 
pursuant to this section.

(2) A local authority shall file with the fire commissioner fire service information 
in the form and manner and within the periods directed by the minister.

(3) For the purposes of subsection (2), the minister may:
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(2) The fire commissioner may impose any limitations or terms and conditions 
on a delegation pursuant to subsection (1) that the fire commissioner considers 
appropriate.

(3) The fire commissioner may rescind, in writing, a delegation pursuant to 
subsection (1).

(4) If a local assistant exercises any powers or performs any duties of the fire 
commissioner that are delegated to the local assistant pursuant to this section and 
the local assistant exercises those powers or performs those duties in accordance 
with the limitations or terms and conditions imposed pursuant to subsection (2), the 
exercise or performance is deemed to be the exercise of powers or the performance 
of duties by the fire commissioner.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.14.

Powers and duties of local assistants and municipal inspectors

15(1) Every local assistant shall:

(a) administer and enforce this Act within the local assistant’s jurisdiction; 
and

(b) perform any other duties and may exercise any other powers that may be 
delegated to the local assistant by the fire commissioner.

(2) Unless otherwise provided by this Act, the jurisdiction within which a local 
assistant or a municipal inspector shall perform his or her duties and exercise his 
or her powers pursuant to this Act is:

(a) the jurisdiction of the local authority that employs or appointed the local 
assistant or municipal inspector; and

(b) if the local authority has entered into a fire department services 
agreement, the jurisdiction of each of the parties to the agreement unless the 
agreement provides otherwise.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.15.

Powers of peace officers

16 If directed by a local assistant to do so, a peace officer may exercise the powers 
of the local assistant and may fulfil the duties of the local assistant that are given 
or imposed by this Act and the regulations.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.16.

Fire service information

17(1) In this section, “fire service information” means information about the fire 
department services provided in the local authority filed with the fire commissioner 
pursuant to this section.

(2) A local authority shall file with the fire commissioner fire service information 
in the form and manner and within the periods directed by the minister.

(3) For the purposes of subsection (2), the minister may:
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(a) direct different fire service information and a different form, manner and 
period for filing fire service information for different:

(i) local authorities, fire departments and fire department services; and

(ii) classes of local authorities, fire departments and fire department 
services.

(b) direct that the fire service information include information regarding any 
fire department service agreements the local authority is party to.

(4) Every local authority shall communicate or provide a copy or synopsis of its fire 
service information to its residents in a form and manner that the local authority 
considers appropriate.

(5) Every local authority shall annually review and update its fire service 
information and provide any updates of that information to:

(a) its residents, in the manner set out in subsection (4); and

(b) the minister, in the manner that the minister requires.
2015, c.F-15.11, s.17.

PART III
Suppressing, Reporting and Inspecting Fires and  

Emergencies Requiring Fire Department Response

Suppression of fires and emergency response: entry and related powers

18(1) In the case of a fire or an emergency that requires the response of a fire 
department, a local assistant or any person authorized by a local assistant may, in 
relation to the local assistant’s jurisdiction, without a warrant:

(a) enter:

(i) on land or into any premises where that fire or emergency is occurring; 
and

(ii) on or into any other adjoining or nearby land or premises; and

(b) take any measures that the person making the entry considers necessary 
to put out the fire, to prevent the fire from spreading, to address the emergency 
or to remove or lessen any threat to persons, property or the environment 
resulting from the fire or emergency.

(2) An entry on land or into any premises pursuant to subsection (1) may be made 
with any equipment, machinery, apparatus, vehicle or materials that, in the opinion 
of the person making the entry, are necessary to put out the fire or prevent it from 
spreading or remove or lessen the threat of the emergency.

(3) Subject to subsection (4), if, in the opinion of a local assistant or any person 
authorized by a local assistant, a fire or an emergency mentioned in subsection (1) 
that is occurring on property outside the local assistant’s jurisdiction threatens 
persons, property or the environment within the local assistant’s jurisdiction, the 
local assistant or any person authorized by the local assistant may exercise the 
powers mentioned in subsections (1) and (2) in relation to that fire or emergency.
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(4) In exercising the powers mentioned in subsections (1) and (2) in relation to a 
fire or an emergency that requires the response of a fire department occurring on 
property outside the local assistant’s jurisdiction, the local assistant or any person 
authorized by the local assistant shall comply with any direction that may be given 
at the scene of the fire or emergency by the local assistant for the jurisdiction in 
which the fire or an emergency is occurring.

(5) In relation to any fire occurring in Saskatchewan, the fire commissioner may, 
after reasonable consultation with a local authority or if a local authority is unable 
or unwilling to provide a response:

(a) exercise any power mentioned in subsections (1) and (2); and

(b) require any peace officer, local authority, fire department, other agency 
or person to assist the fire commissioner in exercising any power pursuant to 
clause (a).

(6) No person to whom a direction, instruction or order has been issued pursuant 
to clause (5)(b) shall fail without reasonable excuse to comply with that direction, 
instruction or order.

(7) The minister may remunerate, at a rate determined by the minister, any peace 
officer, local authority, fire department, other agency or person who assists the fire 
commissioner pursuant to clause (5)(b).

2015, c.F-15.11, s.18.

Imminent risk of fire: entry and related powers

19(1) In this section, “imminent risk” means an imminent risk of a fire, emergency 
or other danger that, in the opinion of a fire inspector on reasonable grounds, 
threatens persons, property or the environment and requires the response of a fire 
department or the provision of fire department services.

(2) If a fire inspector has reason to believe that an imminent risk exists on land 
or in a premises, the fire inspector may, without a warrant:

(a) enter on the land or into the premises; and

(b) take any measures that the fire inspector considers necessary for the 
immediate protection of persons, property or the environment against that risk.

(3) If a fire inspector exercises any of the powers mentioned in subsection (2):

(a) the fire inspector shall, as soon as is practicable, notify the fire 
commissioner that the fire inspector has exercised the powers and outline the 
circumstances under which those powers were exercised; and

(b) provide any additional information that the fire commissioner may require 
within the period specified by the fire commissioner.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.19.
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Investigation and report by local assistants of cause, origin and circumstances of fire

20(1) A local assistant shall undertake an investigation, or cause an investigation 
to be undertaken, to determine or cause to be determined the cause, origin and 
circumstances of every fire occurring within the local assistant’s jurisdiction.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), the local assistant may request the assistance 
of a fire inspector.

(3) An investigation required pursuant to subsection (1) must be commenced within 
three business days after the occurrence of the fire.

(4) As soon as is practicable after the completion of an investigation pursuant to 
subsection (1), the local assistant shall report in the form and manner determined 
by the fire commissioner to the fire commissioner with respect to all facts concerning 
the cause, origin and circumstances of the fire.

(5) A local assistant shall report in the form and manner determined by the fire 
commissioner to the fire commissioner with respect to any emergency other than 
a fire:

(a) that occurs within the local assistant’s jurisdiction; and

(b) to which a fire department or a fire brigade responds.
2015, c.F-15.11, s.20.

Entry re investigations pursuant to this Part

21(1) For the purposes of an investigation pursuant to this Part, the fire inspector 
may enter the land or premises where the fire occurred without a warrant.

(2) In undertaking an investigation pursuant to this Part, a fire inspector may 
enter a private dwelling without a warrant, but, if the fire inspector believes on 
reasonable grounds in the course of the investigation that there was a contravention 
of this Act, the regulations or an order made pursuant to this Act or a bylaw passed 
pursuant to this Act, the fire inspector shall:

(a) advise the owner or occupant of the private dwelling of that fact; and

(b) either:

(i) obtain the written consent of the owner or occupant to conduct the 
investigation; or

(ii) leave the private dwelling and obtain a warrant issued pursuant to 
section 32.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.21.

Notification and investigation re significant fires

22(1) In this section, “significant fire” means a fire that:

(a) is, in the opinion of the local assistant, of suspicious origin with a 
significant amount of loss or damage sustained to property or the environment 
or is otherwise of interest to the fire commissioner;
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(b) involves death or serious injury to a person; or

(c) involves a premises owned or leased by the Crown.

(2) If a significant fire occurs within the local assistant’s jurisdiction, the local 
assistant shall:

(a) notify the fire commissioner as soon as is practicable of the fire; and

(b) secure the land or premises where the fire occurred against entry until:

(i) a municipal inspector arrives to conduct an investigation to determine 
the cause, origin and circumstances of the fire; or

(ii) if no municipal inspector is available to conduct the investigation 
mentioned in subclause (i):

(A) a provincial inspector arrives to conduct the investigation; or

(B) the local assistant is directed by a provincial inspector to 
conduct an investigation.

(3) The fire commissioner shall ensure that every significant fire is investigated 
to determine the cause, origin and circumstances of the fire.

(4) If a local assistant is directed by a provincial inspector to conduct an 
investigation pursuant to paragraph (2)(b)(ii)(B), subsections 20(3) and (4) apply 
to that investigation.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.22.

Investigation and report by provincial inspectors

23(1) A provincial inspector may undertake an investigation or cause an 
investigation to be undertaken to determine the cause, origin and circumstances 
of a fire.

(2) If a provincial inspector other than the fire commissioner conducts an 
investigation pursuant to subsection (1), the provincial inspector shall, within 30 
days after the completion of the investigation, provide a written report of all facts 
concerning the cause, origin and circumstances of the fire to the fire commissioner 
and to the local assistant for the municipality in which the fire occurred.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.23.

Other reporting requirements

24(1) If a fire department responds to a fire outside the area for which it is 
responsible and is not a party to a fire department services agreement covering that 
area outside the area for which it is responsible, the local assistant of the responding 
fire department shall:

(a) as soon as is practicable, notify the local assistant for the area in which 
the fire occurred about the fire; and

(b) comply with any direction given by the local assistant mentioned in  
clause (a) to enable an investigation of the fire to be made.
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(2) If a fire brigade responds to a fire, the owner of the fire brigade shall:

(a) as soon as is practicable, notify the local assistant for the area in which 
the fire occurred about the fire; and

(b) comply with any direction given by the local assistant mentioned in 
clause (a) to enable an investigation of the fire to be made.

(3) If a fire department or a fire brigade responds to an emergency other than a 
fire, the fire chief of the fire department or the owner of the fire brigade shall, in 
accordance with the regulations, report to the fire commissioner with respect to 
the emergency.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.24.

Investigation powers

25 For the purposes of conducting an investigation pursuant to this Part, the 
person conducting the investigation may exercise all the powers given and shall 
fulfil all the duties imposed pursuant to sections 30, 31 and 32.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.25.

Inquiry

26(1) The fire commissioner may conduct or cause to be conducted an inquiry into 
the cause, origin and circumstances of a fire or an emergency that has:

(a) destroyed or damaged property or the environment; or

(b) caused injury or death.

(2) The person conducting an inquiry pursuant to this section has the powers 
conferred on commissioners pursuant to sections 11, 15 and 25 of The Public 
Inquiries Act, 2013.

(3) A person giving evidence at an inquiry may be represented by counsel at the 
person’s expense and that counsel may examine and cross-examine any witnesses 
called to give evidence at the inquiry.

(4) Subject to subsection (5), an inquiry conducted pursuant to this section must 
be open to the public.

(5) The person conducting the inquiry may exclude the public from any part of the 
inquiry if he or she is of the opinion that the possible disclosure of intimate financial 
or personal matters outweighs the desirability of allowing the public to be present 
during part of the inquiry.

(6) The person conducting the inquiry may adjourn the inquiry from time to time, 
but no adjournment is to be made for a period longer than 30 days.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.26.
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Reports by insurance corporations and adjusters

27(1) On or before the twenty-first day of each month, every fire insurance 
corporation that is licensed pursuant to The Saskatchewan Insurance Act shall 
provide the fire commissioner with a statement with respect to every fire that 
occurred in Saskatchewan in the preceding month in which the fire insurance 
corporation is interested as an insurer.

(2) On or before the seventh day of each month, every fire insurance adjuster 
shall provide the fire commissioner with a statement with respect to every fire 
that occurred in Saskatchewan in the preceding month in which the fire insurance 
adjuster is interested as an adjuster.

(3) The statements described in subsections (1) and (2) must be in the prescribed 
form and must contain:

(a) the name and address of the insured;

(b) the location of the risk;

(c) the value and contents of the premises;

(d) the amount of insurance carried; and

(e) the amount of the loss sustained.

(4) In the case of a fire of suspicious origin in which a fire insurance corporation 
is interested as an insurer, the fire insurance corporation shall provide the fire 
commissioner with a preliminary report as soon as possible but not later than seven 
business days after the date on which the fire commenced, showing:

(a) the names of the owner and occupant;

(b) the location, use and occupancy of the burned premises;

(c) the date of the fire; and

(d) any facts and circumstances of which the corporation receives knowledge 
that tend to establish the cause, origin or circumstances of the fire.

(5) The report mentioned in subsection (4) is in addition to any report that the 
fire insurance corporation may be required to make pursuant to any other law of 
Saskatchewan.

(6) If a fire insurance corporation receives further facts or information respecting 
the cause, origin or circumstances of the fire after the period mentioned in 
subsection (4), the fire insurance corporation shall provide the fire commissioner 
with a subsequent report that sets out those facts or that information as soon as 
is practicable.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.27.
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Restrictions on access to records

28(1) Any information submitted or provided to the fire commissioner as a result 
of an investigation or inspection pursuant to this Act is not open to inspection or 
available for access except by:

(a) those members of the public service of Saskatchewan employed in the 
office of the fire commissioner whose responsibilities require them to inspect 
or allow them to have access to the information;

(b) those persons who are authorized in writing by the minister to inspect or 
to have access to the information; and

(c) the local authority that submitted the information.

(2) Unless authorized by this Act or by any other law or with the written consent 
of the person to whom any information relates, no member of the public service 
of Saskatchewan employed in the office of the fire commissioner and no person 
authorized by the minister to inspect or have access to the information shall:

(a) communicate or allow to be communicated any information obtained 
pursuant to this Act to any person who is not legally entitled to the information; 
or

(b) allow any person who is not legally entitled to the information obtained 
pursuant to this Act to inspect or have access to it.

(3) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2), the minister may authorize the release 
of, inspection of or access to the information mentioned in those subsections to or 
by any person if the minister believes that it is in the public interest to allow the 
release, inspection or access.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.28.

PART IV
Compliance

Owner, occupant responsibilities

29(1) Every owner of a premises shall ensure that the premises is designed, 
constructed, erected, placed, altered, repaired, renovated, demolished, relocated or 
removed in accordance with this Act, the regulations, any order made pursuant to 
this Act and the bylaws of the jurisdiction in which the premises is located.

(2) Every owner and occupant of land shall ensure that the land is used or occupied 
in accordance with this Act, the regulations, any order made pursuant to this Act 
and the bylaws of the jurisdiction in which the land is located.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.29.

Inspections

30(1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), a fire inspector may, without a warrant, 
at any reasonable time, enter on any land or into any premises for the purposes of 
conducting an inspection for the purposes of monitoring compliance with this Act, 
the regulations or any order made pursuant to this Act or a bylaw passed pursuant 
to this Act.
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(2) Except where the land or premises is open to the general public, before entering 
on land or into a premises, the fire inspector shall:

(a) make reasonable attempts to notify the owner or occupant of the purpose 
of the entry, if the owner or occupant is present at the time of the entry; and

(b) on the request of the owner or occupant, produce identification.

(3) For the purposes of making an inspection pursuant to this section, a fire 
inspector shall not enter a private dwelling without a warrant issued pursuant to 
section 32 unless the owner or occupant consents to the entry.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.30.

General inspection and investigation powers

31(1) A fire inspector making an inspection pursuant to this section or an 
investigation pursuant to Part III may do all or any of the following:

(a) conduct any tests, collect any data and take and remove any samples that 
may be relevant to the inspection or investigation;

(b) examine or require the production of any record or thing that may be 
relevant to the inspection or investigation;

(c) make copies of any record that may be relevant to the inspection or 
investigation;

(d) for the purposes of producing a readable record from a computer system 
or other data storage, processing or retrieval device, use that system or device, 
including any computer hardware or software used in conjunction with it;

(e) after giving a receipt:

(i) remove any record or thing that may be relevant to the inspection or 
investigation if the fire inspector is unable to examine the record or thing 
or make a satisfactory copy of the record; and

(ii) retain the record or thing for any period that the fire inspector 
considers necessary to examine the record or thing or to make a copy;

(f) require any person to answer any question, orally or in writing, on a matter 
relevant to the inspection or investigation;

(g) require that any machinery, equipment or device found on the land or in 
the premises that is the subject of the inspection or investigation be operated, 
used or set in motion;

(h) make any excavations that he or she considers necessary on the land or 
into the premises that is the subject of the inspection or investigation;

(i) remove anything on the land or in the premises that is the subject of the 
inspection or investigation for the purpose of:

(i) eliminating an imminent risk of fire;

(ii) conducting a test that may be relevant to the inspection or 
investigation; or

(iii) retaining the thing removed as evidence of the cause, origin or 
circumstances of a fire.
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(2) Except where the land or premises is open to the general public, before entering 
on land or into a premises, the fire inspector shall:

(a) make reasonable attempts to notify the owner or occupant of the purpose 
of the entry, if the owner or occupant is present at the time of the entry; and

(b) on the request of the owner or occupant, produce identification.

(3) For the purposes of making an inspection pursuant to this section, a fire 
inspector shall not enter a private dwelling without a warrant issued pursuant to 
section 32 unless the owner or occupant consents to the entry.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.30.

General inspection and investigation powers
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or other data storage, processing or retrieval device, use that system or device, 
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(i) remove any record or thing that may be relevant to the inspection or 
investigation if the fire inspector is unable to examine the record or thing 
or make a satisfactory copy of the record; and

(ii) retain the record or thing for any period that the fire inspector 
considers necessary to examine the record or thing or to make a copy;

(f) require any person to answer any question, orally or in writing, on a matter 
relevant to the inspection or investigation;

(g) require that any machinery, equipment or device found on the land or in 
the premises that is the subject of the inspection or investigation be operated, 
used or set in motion;

(h) make any excavations that he or she considers necessary on the land or 
into the premises that is the subject of the inspection or investigation;

(i) remove anything on the land or in the premises that is the subject of the 
inspection or investigation for the purpose of:

(i) eliminating an imminent risk of fire;
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(2) When entering on land or into any premises pursuant to this section, the fire 
inspector may:

(a) enter with any equipment, machinery, apparatus, vehicle or materials 
that the fire inspector considers necessary for the purpose of the entry; and

(b) take any person who or thing that the fire inspector considers necessary 
to assist him or her to fulfil the purpose of the entry.

(3) If the fire inspector considers it necessary for the purposes of the entry, the 
inspector may temporarily close the land or premises until the purpose of the entry 
is fulfilled.

(4) A fire inspector may request the assistance of a peace officer to assist in carrying 
out any action authorized by this section.

(5) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act or the regulations, if, in the 
course of an inspection pursuant to this section or an investigation pursuant to 
Part III, a fire inspector is of the opinion that a condition exists creating a serious 
danger to persons, property or the environment, the inspector may do any or all of 
the following:

(a) take any measures that the inspector considers appropriate to remove or 
lessen the condition;

(b) evacuate and close or cause the closure of a premises where the 
contravention exists for any period that the inspector considers appropriate.

(6) When a record or thing removed from any land or premises pursuant to this 
section is no longer required by a fire inspector for the purpose for which it was 
removed, the fire inspector shall return it to the person from whom it was taken, 
unless:

(a) it is required as evidence in a prosecution for a contravention of this Act, 
any other Act or an Act of the Parliament of Canada, the regulations or an 
order made pursuant to this Act or a bylaw passed pursuant to this Act that 
relates to a fire or an imminent risk of fire; or

(b) in the opinion of the fire inspector, it is impossible, impracticable or unsafe 
to return the record or thing or it is unsafe to store the thing for any period.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.31.

Warrant re investigations

32(1) On an application without notice, a justice of the peace or judge of the 
provincial court may issue a warrant if the justice of the peace or judge of the 
provincial court is satisfied by information given on oath or affirmation that the fire 
inspector believes on reasonable grounds that there is a contravention of this Act, 
the regulations, an order made pursuant to this Act or a bylaw passed pursuant to 
this Act.

(2) A warrant issued pursuant to this section authorizes the person named in the 
warrant to enter the place named in the warrant and any land or premises connected 
with that place to:

(a) examine the place and connected premises;

(b) carry out the activities described in subsections 31(1) to (3); and

(c) search for and seize and take possession of any records or things.
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(3) A fire inspector may request the assistance of a peace officer to assist in enforcing 
a warrant issued pursuant to this section.

(4) Notwithstanding subsection 30(3), a fire inspector may exercise all or any 
of the powers mentioned in subsection (2) without a warrant issued pursuant to 
subsection (1) if:

(a) the conditions for obtaining a warrant exist; and

(b) the fire inspector has reasonable grounds to believe that the delay 
necessary to obtain a warrant would result:

(i) in danger to human life or safety; or

(ii) in the loss, removal or destruction of evidence.
2015, c.F-15.11, s.32.

Order to remedy contravention

33(1) If, in the opinion of a fire inspector, there is a contravention of this Act, the 
regulations, an order made pursuant to this Act or a bylaw passed pursuant to this 
Act on land or in a premises, the fire inspector may issue to the owner or occupant 
of the land or premises a written order in which the fire inspector:

(a) shall specify the contravention;

(b) may direct the owner or occupant to do one or more of the following, within 
the time specified in the order:

(i) remedy the contravention, including doing anything in relation to the 
land or premises that the fire inspector considers necessary to remedy 
the non-compliance;

(ii) repair, remove or demolish the premises;

(iii) alter the use or occupancy of the land or premises;

(iv) replace materials used in the construction of the premises;

(v) remove any combustible or explosive material;

(vi) repair or replace faulty equipment or fire protection devices;

(vii) install or correct the faulty installation of fire protection, detection 
and suppression systems or devices;

(viii) install and use equipment or devices specified in the order:

(A) to contain any material on the land or in the premises; and

(B) to remove any material from the land or premises;

(ix) discontinue the manufacture, production or fabrication of any 
material, device or other thing that, in the opinion of the fire inspector, 
poses an undue risk of fire or explosion until the owner or occupant 
satisfies the fire inspector that the risk has been eliminated; and
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(c) may direct the owner or the owner’s agents, contractors, employees, 

successors or assigns, within the time specified in the order, and at the expense 

of the owner or the owner’s agents, contractors, employees, successors or 

assigns, to satisfy the fire inspector that any materials, equipment, devices or 

assemblies installed, used or to be used in the property meet all requirements 

of the National Fire Code, by:

(i) having tests conducted;

(ii) providing a certification letter written by an engineer or other 
qualified person determined by the fire inspector; or

(iii) providing other evidence.

(2) An order made pursuant to this section must set out the right of appeal of 

the owner or occupant to the fire commissioner pursuant to section 39 or to the 

Saskatchewan Municipal Board pursuant to section 40, as the case may be.

(3) An order made pursuant to this section must be served in accordance with 

section 47 on the owner or occupant of land or premises to which the order relates.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.33.

Registering orders against titles to land

34(1) A fire inspector may direct the local authority to cause an interest based on 

an order made pursuant to section 33 to be registered in the Land Titles Registry 

against the title to the land that is the subject of the order.

(2) If an interest is registered pursuant to subsection (1), the interest runs with 

the land and is binding on the owner and any subsequent owner.

(3) The local authority shall cause an interest that is registered pursuant to 

subsection (1) to be discharged when:

(a) the order has been complied with; or

(b) the local authority has performed the actions mentioned in the order and 

has recovered the cost of performing those actions from the person against 

whom the order was made.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.34.

Carrying out of orders

35(1) A local assistant or the fire commissioner may carry out or cause to be carried 

out the actions required to be done by an order pursuant to section 33 if:

(a) the person to whom the order is directed fails to comply with the order 

within the period specified in the order; or

(b) after reasonable inquiry, the whereabouts of the owner, the occupant or 

an agent of the owner or occupant of the land or premises that is the subject 

of the order cannot be determined.

(2) For the purposes of carrying out any order made pursuant to section 33, a local 

assistant or the fire commissioner may apply without notice to the court for an order 

of the court or for directions or instructions.
2015, c.F-15.11, s.35.
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Recovery of local assistant’s costs

36(1) If an order is carried out or caused to be carried out by a local assistant 
pursuant to subsection 35(1), the costs and expenses incurred in carrying out the 
order are a debt due to the local authority and may be recovered from the owner of 
the land or premises in or on which the order was carried out.

(2) If the costs and expenses mentioned in subsection (1) are not paid in the time 
specified by the local authority, the local authority may, if it has the authority to 
levy taxes, add the amount of the costs and expenses to the owner’s property taxes.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.36.

Recovery of fire commissioner’s costs

37(1) If the fire commissioner carries out or causes to be carried out an order 
pursuant to subsection 35(1), the costs and expenses incurred in carrying out the 
order are a debt due to the Crown and may be recovered by the Crown in any manner 
that is set out in this section or in The Financial Administration Act, 1993 or in any 
other manner that is authorized by law.

(2) The minister may file in the office of the local registrar of the court at the 
judicial centre nearest to the place where the work or the greatest portion of the 
work was done in carrying out the order a certificate that is signed by the minister 
and that sets out:

(a) the amount of the costs and expenses; and

(b) the person from whom the costs and expenses are recoverable.

(3) If the minister files a certificate pursuant to subsection (2), the minister shall 
serve a copy of the certificate on the person from whom the certificate states the 
costs and expenses are recoverable.

(4) A certificate filed pursuant to this section has the same force and effect as if 
it were a judgment obtained in the court for the recovery of a debt in the amount 
specified in the certificate, together with any reasonable costs and charges with 
respect to its filing.

(5) A person who has been served with a copy of a certificate pursuant to 
subsection (3) may, within 30 days after receiving the copy, make written 
representations to the minister requesting the minister to reconsider the amount 
of the costs and expenses.

(6) After considering the representations mentioned in subsection (5), the minister 
may:

(a) withdraw the certificate;

(b) vary the amount of the costs and expenses and, for that purpose, withdraw 
the certificate and file a new certificate with the new costs and expenses; or

(c) confirm the certificate.
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(7) The minister shall serve a copy of the minister’s decision made pursuant to this 
section on the person who made the written representations as soon as is reasonably 
practicable after making the decision.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.37.

Appeal against certificate

38(1) A person with respect to whom a certificate has been entered as a judgment 
pursuant to section 37 may appeal to the Saskatchewan Municipal Board only on 
the grounds that the costs and expenses set out in the certificate are not reasonable.

(2) An appeal pursuant to subsection (1) must be made within:

(a) 30 days after the date of service of the certificate; or

(b) if the person has made representations to the minister pursuant to 
section 37, within 30 days after the minister has issued a decision.

(3) A person making an appeal pursuant to this section shall cause a written copy 
of the appeal to be served on the fire commissioner.

(4) On receipt of an appeal pursuant to this section, the Saskatchewan Municipal 
Board shall consider the matter and make an order:

(a) confirming the amount of the costs and expenses set out in the certificate;

(b) amending the amount of the costs and expenses set out in the certificate; or

(c) determining that no costs and expenses are owing.

(5) The Saskatchewan Municipal Board shall give written notice of its decision to 
the fire commissioner, the appellant and any other person that the Board considers 
may be interested in the decision.

(6) If, on an appeal pursuant to this section, the Saskatchewan Municipal Board 
makes an order:

(a) pursuant to clause (4)(b), the minister shall withdraw the certificate and 
file a new certificate with the new costs and expenses; or

(b) pursuant to clause (4)(c), the minister shall withdraw the certificate.
2015, c.F-15.11, s.38.

Appeal to fire commissioner – order of local assistant or municipal inspector

39(1) A person who is subject to an order respecting matters involving contravention 
of the National Fire Code made by a local assistant or municipal inspector pursuant 
to section 33 may, within 15 days after being served with the order, appeal the order 
to the fire commissioner.

(2) An appeal pursuant to this section must be made by:
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(a) serving a notice of appeal on the local assistant or municipal inspector 
who made the order; and

(b) filing the notice of appeal with the fire commissioner.

(3) The notice of appeal mentioned in subsection (2) must:

(a) be in writing; and

(b) set out the reasons for the appeal.

(4) The fire commissioner shall consider the appeal within 30 days after the notice 
of appeal is filed with the fire commissioner and may confirm, modify or revoke the 
order being appealed or substitute his or her own order for the order being appealed.

(5) The fire commissioner shall cause a copy of his or her decision to be served on:

(a) the appellant;

(b) the local assistant or municipal inspector; and

(c) any other person that the fire commissioner considers may be interested 
in the decision.

(6) An appeal made pursuant to this section does not operate as a stay of the 
decision being appealed unless the fire commissioner, on an application by the 
appellant, decides otherwise.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.39.

Appeals to Saskatchewan Municipal Board – order of provincial inspector, fire commissioner

40(1) A person who is subject to an order of a provincial inspector pursuant to 
section 33 may, within 15 days after being served with the order, appeal the order 
to the Saskatchewan Municipal Board.

(2) A local assistant, municipal inspector or other person who is subject to the 
order and decision of the fire commissioner pursuant to section 39 may, within 15 
days after being served with the decision, appeal the decision to the Saskatchewan 
Municipal Board.

(3) A person making an appeal pursuant to this section shall cause a written copy 
of the appeal to be served on the fire commissioner.

(4) On receipt of an appeal pursuant to this section, the Saskatchewan Municipal 
Board shall consider the appeal and may confirm, modify or revoke the order or 
decision being appealed or substitute its own order or decision for the order or 
decision being appealed.

(5) The Saskatchewan Municipal Board shall give written notice of its order or 
decision to the fire commissioner, the appellant, the local assistant, the municipal 
inspector and any other person that the Saskatchewan Municipal Board considers 
may be interested in the order or decision.

(6) An appeal taken pursuant to this section does not operate as a stay of the 
order or decision being appealed unless the Saskatchewan Municipal Board, on an 
application by the appellant, decides otherwise.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.40.
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(a) serving a notice of appeal on the local assistant or municipal inspector 
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2015, c.F-15.11, s.39.

Appeals to Saskatchewan Municipal Board – order of provincial inspector, fire commissioner

40(1) A person who is subject to an order of a provincial inspector pursuant to 
section 33 may, within 15 days after being served with the order, appeal the order 
to the Saskatchewan Municipal Board.
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order and decision of the fire commissioner pursuant to section 39 may, within 15 
days after being served with the decision, appeal the decision to the Saskatchewan 
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2015, c.F-15.11, s.40.



26

c. F-15.11 FIRE SAFETY

Appeal to Court of Appeal – order of board

41 Notwithstanding The Municipal Board Act, with leave of a judge of the Court 
of Appeal, any person who is subject to an order or decision of the Saskatchewan 
Municipal Board made pursuant to section 40 may appeal the order or decision to 
the Court of Appeal on a question of law or jurisdiction within:

(a) 30 days after the date the order or decision was made; or

(b) any further period not exceeding 30 days that a judge of the Court of 
Appeal may allow on an application that is made within 30 days after the date 
of the order or decision.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.41.

PART V
Enforcement

Offences and penalties

42(1) No person shall:

(a) tamper with:

(i) exit doors, exit signs or emergency lighting;

(ii) portable or fixed fire extinguishing equipment;

(iii) automatic sprinkler systems;

(iv) fire, heat or smoke detection devices; or

(v) fire alarm devices or systems;

(b) fail to comply with an order made pursuant to this Act;

(c) obstruct or hinder a fire inspector, a member of a fire department or any 
other person acting pursuant to the authority of this Act or the regulations or 
a bylaw passed pursuant to this Act;

(d) fail to comply with any reasonable request of a fire inspector, a member 
of a fire department or any other person acting pursuant to the authority of 
this Act or the regulations or a bylaw passed pursuant to this Act;

(e) knowingly make any false or misleading statement to a fire inspector, 
a member of a fire department or any other person acting pursuant to the 
authority of this Act or the regulations or a bylaw passed pursuant to this Act;

(f) remove, alter or interfere in any way with anything seized, detained or 
removed by a fire inspector, a member of a fire department or any other person 
acting pursuant to the authority of this Act or the regulations or a bylaw passed 
pursuant to this Act, unless authorized by the fire inspector, member of a fire 
department or other authorized person; or

(g) fail to comply with any other provision of this Act or the regulations or a 
bylaw passed pursuant to this Act.
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(2) No person shall enter, attempt to enter or tamper with land or premises that has 
been closed pursuant to this Act without the prior approval of the fire commissioner 
or a person authorized by the local authority in which the premises is located.

(3) Every person who contravenes any provision of subsection (1) or (2) is guilty 
of an offence and liable on summary conviction:

(a) in the case of an individual, to a fine of not more than $10,000 and, in the 
case of a continuing offence, to a further fine of not more than $5,000 for each 
day or part of a day during which the offence continues;

(b) in the case of a corporation, to a fine of not more than $25,000 and, in the 
case of a continuing offence, to a further fine of not more than $10,000 for each 
day or part of a day during which the offence continues.

(4) A conviction for an offence for failing to comply with an order does not relieve 
the person convicted from complying with the order and the convicting judge may, 
in addition to any fine imposed, order the person to do any act or work, within the 
time specified by the judge in the order, to comply with the order with respect to 
which the person was convicted.

(5) If a person is found guilty of contravening any provision of subsection (1) or (2), 
the convicting judge may, in addition to any other penalty imposed, order the person 
to do any act or work, within the time specified by the judge in the order.

(6) A person who is subject to an order made pursuant to subsection (4) or (5) who 
fails to comply with that order within the time specified by the convicting judge is 
guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction:

(a) in the case of an individual, to a fine of not more than $5,000 for each day 
or part of a day during which the non-compliance continues;

(b) in the case of a corporation, to a fine of not more than $10,000 for each 
day or part of a day during which the non-compliance continues.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.42.

Directors, etc., of corporations

43 If a corporation contravenes any provision of subsection 42(1) or (2), any officer, 
director or agent of the corporation who directed, authorized, assented to, acquiesced 
in or participated in the commission of the offence is guilty of the offence and liable 
on summary conviction to the penalty mentioned in section 42 whether or not the 
corporation has been prosecuted or convicted.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.43.

Limitation on prosecutions

44 No prosecution for an offence pursuant to any provision of subsection 42(1) or (2) 
is to be commenced after two years from the date on which the offence is alleged to 
have been committed or, in the case of a continuing offence, the last date on which 
the offence was committed.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.44.
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(2) No person shall enter, attempt to enter or tamper with land or premises that has 
been closed pursuant to this Act without the prior approval of the fire commissioner 
or a person authorized by the local authority in which the premises is located.

(3) Every person who contravenes any provision of subsection (1) or (2) is guilty 
of an offence and liable on summary conviction:

(a) in the case of an individual, to a fine of not more than $10,000 and, in the 
case of a continuing offence, to a further fine of not more than $5,000 for each 
day or part of a day during which the offence continues;

(b) in the case of a corporation, to a fine of not more than $25,000 and, in the 
case of a continuing offence, to a further fine of not more than $10,000 for each 
day or part of a day during which the offence continues.

(4) A conviction for an offence for failing to comply with an order does not relieve 
the person convicted from complying with the order and the convicting judge may, 
in addition to any fine imposed, order the person to do any act or work, within the 
time specified by the judge in the order, to comply with the order with respect to 
which the person was convicted.

(5) If a person is found guilty of contravening any provision of subsection (1) or (2), 
the convicting judge may, in addition to any other penalty imposed, order the person 
to do any act or work, within the time specified by the judge in the order.

(6) A person who is subject to an order made pursuant to subsection (4) or (5) who 
fails to comply with that order within the time specified by the convicting judge is 
guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction:

(a) in the case of an individual, to a fine of not more than $5,000 for each day 
or part of a day during which the non-compliance continues;

(b) in the case of a corporation, to a fine of not more than $10,000 for each 
day or part of a day during which the non-compliance continues.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.42.

Directors, etc., of corporations

43 If a corporation contravenes any provision of subsection 42(1) or (2), any officer, 
director or agent of the corporation who directed, authorized, assented to, acquiesced 
in or participated in the commission of the offence is guilty of the offence and liable 
on summary conviction to the penalty mentioned in section 42 whether or not the 
corporation has been prosecuted or convicted.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.43.

Limitation on prosecutions

44 No prosecution for an offence pursuant to any provision of subsection 42(1) or (2) 
is to be commenced after two years from the date on which the offence is alleged to 
have been committed or, in the case of a continuing offence, the last date on which 
the offence was committed.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.44.
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PART VI
General

Immunity from liability

45(1) In this section:

“firefighter” means:

(a) a fire chief;

(b) any person employed by, appointed by or performing duties for a local 
authority as a firefighter, whether for wages or otherwise; or

(c) any person employed by, appointed by or performing duties on behalf 
of the Government of Saskatchewan, to provide fire services;

“volunteer” means a person performing duties pursuant to this Act under 
the direction of a local authority, a local assistant or the fire commissioner.

(2) No action or proceeding lies or shall be commenced against the Crown, 
the minister, the ministry, a fire inspector, a local authority, a local assistant, a 
firefighter, a peace officer or a volunteer for any loss, injury or damage suffered by 
reason of anything in good faith done, caused, permitted or authorized to be done, 
attempted to be done or omitted to be done by any of them while performing their 
duties, including:

(a) where appropriate, the performance of those duties by a local assistant or 
a firefighter outside the municipality in which they are authorized to act; or

(b) performing their duties in an emergency.

(3) Subject to subsection (2), no person has any rights or remedies and no action 
or other proceeding lies or shall be commenced against a person other than one 
mentioned in subsection (2) with respect to any act or omission of that other 
person done or omitted in compliance with and not in contravention of this Act, the 
regulations, a bylaw passed pursuant to this Act or any direction, decision, order or 
other requirement made or given pursuant to this Act, the regulations or a bylaw 
passed pursuant to this Act.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.45.

Application for enjoining order

46(1) The fire commissioner or a local assistant may apply to a judge for an order 
enjoining a person from carrying out any activity that is contrary to this Act, the 
regulations, an order made pursuant to this Act or a bylaw passed pursuant to this 
Act.

(2) On receipt of an application pursuant to this section, the judge may make any 
order, including an order for interim relief, that the judge considers appropriate.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.46.
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Service of notice or documents

47(1) Unless otherwise provided in this Act, any notice, order or document required 
by this Act or the regulations to be given or served is to be served personally or 
mailed by ordinary or registered mail to the last known address of the person being 
served or by any other prescribed means.

(2) A notice, order or document directed to the occupants of a premises that contains 
two or more units intended for separate occupancy is deemed to have been served on 
each occupant by posting a copy of the notice, order or document in a conspicuous 
place on the land or premises to which the notice, order or document relates.

(3) A notice, order or document served by ordinary mail or registered mail is 
deemed to have been received on the seventh business day following the day of its 
mailing, unless the person to whom it was mailed establishes that, through no fault 
of the person, he or she did not receive the document or that he or she received it 
at a later date.

(4) Irregularity in the service of a notice, order or document does not affect the 
validity of an otherwise valid notice, order or document.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.47.

Posting notice of closure

48 A person who is authorized pursuant to this Act to close any land or premises 
shall post a notice of that closure in a conspicuous place on the land or premises to 
which the notice, order or document relates.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.48.

Effect of municipal bylaws

49(1) Subject to subsection (2), nothing in this Act or the regulations prevents a local 
authority from passing and enforcing bylaws in accordance with The Municipalities 
Act, The Cities Act or The Northern Municipalities Act, 2010 respecting the 
prevention and suppression of fires and the provision of fire department services.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), a local authority may pass bylaws establishing 
standards in addition to, exceeding or more exacting than the standards contained 
in the National Fire Code if the local authority considers the bylaws necessary for 
the health, safety or welfare of persons, property or the environment.

(3) Unless the bylaw is approved by the minister pursuant to section 50, a bylaw 
mentioned in subsection (2) must not conflict with the provisions of the National 
Fire Code.

(4) If, before the coming into force of this Act, a municipality has passed a 
bylaw in accordance with The Municipalities Act, The Cities Act or The Northern 
Municipalities Act, 2010 respecting the prevention and suppression of fires and 
the provisions of the bylaw are more exacting than the provisions of this Act or the 
regulations, that bylaw continues to govern and apply to all properties within the 
boundaries of that municipality until it is subsequently amended or repealed.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.49.
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Service of notice or documents

47(1) Unless otherwise provided in this Act, any notice, order or document required 
by this Act or the regulations to be given or served is to be served personally or 
mailed by ordinary or registered mail to the last known address of the person being 
served or by any other prescribed means.

(2) A notice, order or document directed to the occupants of a premises that contains 
two or more units intended for separate occupancy is deemed to have been served on 
each occupant by posting a copy of the notice, order or document in a conspicuous 
place on the land or premises to which the notice, order or document relates.

(3) A notice, order or document served by ordinary mail or registered mail is 
deemed to have been received on the seventh business day following the day of its 
mailing, unless the person to whom it was mailed establishes that, through no fault 
of the person, he or she did not receive the document or that he or she received it 
at a later date.

(4) Irregularity in the service of a notice, order or document does not affect the 
validity of an otherwise valid notice, order or document.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.47.

Posting notice of closure

48 A person who is authorized pursuant to this Act to close any land or premises 
shall post a notice of that closure in a conspicuous place on the land or premises to 
which the notice, order or document relates.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.48.

Effect of municipal bylaws

49(1) Subject to subsection (2), nothing in this Act or the regulations prevents a local 
authority from passing and enforcing bylaws in accordance with The Municipalities 
Act, The Cities Act or The Northern Municipalities Act, 2010 respecting the 
prevention and suppression of fires and the provision of fire department services.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), a local authority may pass bylaws establishing 
standards in addition to, exceeding or more exacting than the standards contained 
in the National Fire Code if the local authority considers the bylaws necessary for 
the health, safety or welfare of persons, property or the environment.

(3) Unless the bylaw is approved by the minister pursuant to section 50, a bylaw 
mentioned in subsection (2) must not conflict with the provisions of the National 
Fire Code.

(4) If, before the coming into force of this Act, a municipality has passed a 
bylaw in accordance with The Municipalities Act, The Cities Act or The Northern 
Municipalities Act, 2010 respecting the prevention and suppression of fires and 
the provisions of the bylaw are more exacting than the provisions of this Act or the 
regulations, that bylaw continues to govern and apply to all properties within the 
boundaries of that municipality until it is subsequently amended or repealed.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.49.
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Submission of certain bylaws for approval

50(1) If a local authority passes a bylaw or an amendment to a bylaw mentioned 
in subsection 49(2) that conflicts or may conflict with the National Fire Code, the 
local authority shall file two certified true copies with the minister for the minister’s 
approval pursuant to this section.

(2) Within 60 days after the filing of a bylaw or an amending bylaw pursuant to 
subsection (1):

(a) if the minister is of the opinion that the provisions of the bylaw conform 
with the intent of this Act and the regulations, the minister shall approve the 
bylaw;

(b) if the minister is of the opinion that the provisions of the bylaw do not 
conform with the intent of this Act and the regulations, the minister shall not 
approve the bylaw;

(c) if the minister is of the opinion that a part of the bylaw does not conform 
with the intent of this Act and the regulations but that a part of the bylaw 
does conform with the intent of this Act and the regulations and is severable 
from the part of the bylaw that does not conform with the intent of this Act 
and the regulations, the minister shall:

(i) approve the bylaw in part; or

(ii) approve the bylaw on the condition that the local authority make 
amendments to it that meet the minister’s directions.

(3) If the minister issues an approval or an approval in part, the bylaw or the 
approved parts of the bylaw:

(a) come into force on the date of approval; and

(b) on coming into force, govern and apply to all land or premises within the 
boundaries of that local authority.

(4) If the minister issues a conditional approval pursuant to subclause (2)(c)(ii):

(a) the bylaw comes into force on the date of approval except for the part that 
requires further amendment; and

(b) the local authority shall submit the amended bylaw to the minister for 
approval, and subsections (1) to (3) apply, with any necessary modification, to 
the amended bylaw.

(5) If the minister does not issue an approval, an approval in part or a conditional 
approval of a bylaw, the bylaw is void.

(6) As soon as is practicable after making a decision pursuant to this section, 
the minister shall provide written notice to the local authority of the decision and 
reasons for the decision.

(7) If a bylaw that is approved pursuant to this section deals with the same subject-
matter as a regulation passed pursuant to this Act, that bylaw prevails within the 
boundaries of the local authority in the case of any conflict with the regulation.
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(8) If the minister approves a bylaw pursuant to this section, the bylaw prevails 
in the case of any conflict with the National Fire Code.

(9) A certificate purporting to be issued by the clerk or administrator of a local 
authority is admissible in evidence as proof, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, 
that a bylaw has been passed by the local authority and approved by the minister 
on the days specified in the certificate, without proof of the office or signature of the 
person purporting to have signed the certificate, if the certificate:

(a) identifies the bylaw;

(b) states that the bylaw has been passed by the council and approved by 
the minister; and

(c) specifies the date of passage and the date of the minister’s approval.
2015, c.F-15.11, s.50.

Regulations

51 The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regulations:

(a) defining, enlarging or restricting the meaning of any word or expression 
used in this Act but not defined in this Act;

(b) for the purposes of the definition of “local assistant”, prescribing a person 
as a local assistant;

(c) for the purposes of the definition “local authority”, prescribing other 
authorities or bodies as local authorities;

(d) for the purposes of the definition of “private dwelling”:

(i) defining foster care homes and alternative family care homes; and

(ii) prescribing property as a private dwelling;

(e) exempting, on any terms or conditions that the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council considers appropriate, any land, premises, person or thing or any 
class of land, premises, person or thing from all or any part of this Act or the 
regulations;

(f) governing the standards for training in fire prevention and fire suppression 
and the education and certification of firefighters, fire inspectors, local 
assistants, persons who carry out fire investigations and fire services personnel;

(g) requiring and governing the licensing of fire inspectors;

(h) for the purposes of this Act:

(i) adopting, as amended from time to time or otherwise, all or any part 
of the National Fire Code or any specified edition of any relevant code 
or standard;

(ii) amending for the purposes of this Act or the regulations any 
provisions of a code or standard adopted pursuant to subclause (i); or

(iii) requiring compliance with a code or standard adopted pursuant to 
subclause (i);
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(i) governing the application of any code or standard adopted pursuant to 
clause (h), or any provision of an adopted code or standard, to existing land or 
premises or any category of existing land or premises;

(j) exempting, on any terms or conditions that the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council considers appropriate:

(i) any person or any class of persons from complying with all or any 
part of any code or standard adopted pursuant to clause (h); and

(ii) any land, premises, equipment, apparatus, material or supplies or 
any class of land, premises, equipment, apparatus, material or supplies 
from the application of all or any part of any code or standard adopted 
pursuant to clause (h);

(k) requiring plans and specifications for the construction, alteration or repair 
of premises or classes of premises to be reviewed by the fire commissioner to 
determine whether proper precautions are being taken against fire and the 
spread of fire, authorizing the fire commissioner to order alteration of those 
plans and specifications and requiring compliance with the order of the fire 
commissioner;

(l) requiring plans and specifications for the installation and operation of fire 
alarm systems, fire suppression systems and heating equipment in premises 
or classes of premises to be reviewed by the fire commissioner, authorizing 
the fire commissioner to order alteration of those plans and specifications and 
requiring compliance with the order of the fire commissioner;

(m) with respect to firefighting, fire prevention and fire and smoke detection 
equipment, apparatus, material and supplies, including fire alarm systems, 
automatic sprinkler systems and fire extinguishers:

(i) governing their approval, sale, distribution, installation and 
maintenance;

(ii) governing the licensing and control of manufacturers, agents, 
wholesale and retail vendors and installers of those items;

(iii) respecting the training and qualifications of persons who install, 
service or test the equipment, apparatus or systems, and requiring those 
persons to be licensed or certified in the prescribed manner; and

(iv) requiring persons who install, service or test equipment, apparatus 
or systems to obtain insurance or performance bonds in any financial 
institution approved by the minister and in any amounts that the minister 
may consider necessary to cover any possible damage resulting from the 
operation, installation, servicing or testing of that equipment, apparatus 
or system;

(n) with respect to oil burners and oil burning equipment and all appliances 
using flammable and combustible liquids as fuel:

(i) governing their approval, sale, distribution, installation and 
maintenance;
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(ii) governing the licensing and control of manufacturers, agents, 
wholesale and retail vendors and installers of the equipment or appliances;

(iii) respecting the training and qualifications of persons who install, 
service or test the equipment or appliances and requiring those persons 
to be licensed or certified in the prescribed manner; and

(iv) requiring persons who install, service or test the equipment or 
appliances to obtain insurance or performance bonds in any financial 
institution approved by the minister and in any amounts that the minister 
may consider necessary to cover any possible damage resulting from the 
operation, installation, servicing or testing of that equipment or those 
appliances;

(o) with respect to solid fuel burning appliances and equipment, including 
fireplaces, furnaces, ducts, flue pipes and chimneys:

(i) governing their approval, sale, distribution, installation and servicing; 
and

(ii) respecting the training and qualifications of persons who install, 
service or test the appliances or equipment and requiring those persons 
to be licensed or certified in the manner prescribed;

(p) providing for the publishing or restricting the publishing of any information 
or reports or parts of information or reports mentioned in this Act;

(q) respecting fire department services, firefighting and fire safety services;

(r) for the purposes of section 8, prescribing provincial inspectors or classes 
of provincial inspectors as having the powers of and protection given to peace 
officers;

(s) for the purposes of section 24, prescribing the report that a fire chief of 
a fire department or an owner of a fire brigade may be required to provide to 
the fire commissioner with respect to an emergency;

(t) for the purposes of section 47, prescribing other means of service;

(u) prescribing the fee to be paid pursuant to section 52 by corporations 
transacting the business of fire insurance;

(v) requiring the payment of fees or charges or both, prescribing the amounts 
of fees and charges to be paid and prescribing circumstances in which refunds 
of fees or charges may be granted, with respect to:

(i) any matter governed by this Act; or

(ii) any service provided by a provincial inspector on request;

(w) governing the standards for fire dispatch services;

(x) developing and adopting standards for fire safety services radio 
communications, operational policies and procedures;
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(ii) governing the licensing and control of manufacturers, agents, 
wholesale and retail vendors and installers of the equipment or appliances;

(iii) respecting the training and qualifications of persons who install, 
service or test the equipment or appliances and requiring those persons 
to be licensed or certified in the prescribed manner; and

(iv) requiring persons who install, service or test the equipment or 
appliances to obtain insurance or performance bonds in any financial 
institution approved by the minister and in any amounts that the minister 
may consider necessary to cover any possible damage resulting from the 
operation, installation, servicing or testing of that equipment or those 
appliances;

(o) with respect to solid fuel burning appliances and equipment, including 
fireplaces, furnaces, ducts, flue pipes and chimneys:

(i) governing their approval, sale, distribution, installation and servicing; 
and

(ii) respecting the training and qualifications of persons who install, 
service or test the appliances or equipment and requiring those persons 
to be licensed or certified in the manner prescribed;

(p) providing for the publishing or restricting the publishing of any information 
or reports or parts of information or reports mentioned in this Act;

(q) respecting fire department services, firefighting and fire safety services;

(r) for the purposes of section 8, prescribing provincial inspectors or classes 
of provincial inspectors as having the powers of and protection given to peace 
officers;

(s) for the purposes of section 24, prescribing the report that a fire chief of 
a fire department or an owner of a fire brigade may be required to provide to 
the fire commissioner with respect to an emergency;

(t) for the purposes of section 47, prescribing other means of service;

(u) prescribing the fee to be paid pursuant to section 52 by corporations 
transacting the business of fire insurance;

(v) requiring the payment of fees or charges or both, prescribing the amounts 
of fees and charges to be paid and prescribing circumstances in which refunds 
of fees or charges may be granted, with respect to:

(i) any matter governed by this Act; or

(ii) any service provided by a provincial inspector on request;

(w) governing the standards for fire dispatch services;

(x) developing and adopting standards for fire safety services radio 
communications, operational policies and procedures;
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(y) developing and adopting standards for fire safety services radio 
communications in premises;

(z) prescribing forms for the purposes of this Act;

(aa) prescribing any matter or thing required or authorized by this Act to be 
prescribed in the regulations;

(bb) respecting any other matter or thing that the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council considers necessary to carry out the intent of this Act.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.51.

Tax on premiums and assessments

52(1) Every corporation, whether licensed or not pursuant to The Saskatchewan 
Insurance Act, that transacts the business of fire insurance within the meaning of 
that Act shall pay to the Minister of Finance a fee in the prescribed amount.

(2) The fee imposed by subsection (1) is deemed to be a tax within the meaning of 
Part III of The Revenue and Financial Services Act, and this Act is deemed to be a 
revenue Act within the meaning of Part III of that Act.

(3) Part III of The Revenue and Financial Services Act and the regulations passed 
pursuant to that Part apply, with any necessary modification, to the reporting, 
payment and recovery of the fee imposed by subsection (1).

(4) The fee imposed by subsection (1) is in addition to any other lawful taxes or 
fees payable by a corporation mentioned in subsection (1).

(5) Any moneys paid pursuant to subsection (1) are to be deposited in the general 
revenue fund.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.52.

PART VII
Repeal, Transitional, Consequential Amendments and Coming into Force

S.S. 1992, c.F-15.001 repealed

53 The Fire Prevention Act, 1992 is repealed.
2015, c.F-15.11, s.53.

Transitional

54 Notwithstanding the repeal of The Fire Prevention Act, 1992, all orders issued 
pursuant to that Act by a fire inspector and appeals of orders remain in force and 
may be amended, enforced and otherwise dealt with pursuant to this Act as if they 
were issued or appealed pursuant to this Act.

2015, c.F-15.11, s.54.

55 to 68 Dispensed. These sections make consequential amendments to other 
Acts. The amendments have been incorporated into the corresponding Acts.

Coming into force

69 This Act comes into force on proclamation.
2015, c.F-15.11, s.69.
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